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ADVERTISEMENT -+ 
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SECOND EDITION. 
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L nis beautiful Cixcass1an TALE was writ- 
ten by the celebrated Count Hamilton, author 
of the Memoirs of Gramont, and of ſeveral 
other much We enen * 
on M8 | 

The ihe of his writing it is wad related 
by himſelf in the Introduction: The converſa- 
tion happened to turn, in a company in which 
he was preſent, on the Arabian Nights Enter- 
tainments, which were juſt publiſhed ; every 
one highly commended the book; many ſeemed 
to hint at the difficulty of writing that ſpecies 
ef compoſition, 46;Nothing can be more eaſy,” 
replied Count Hamilton, „ and, as a proof of it, 
« will venture to write a Circaſſian Tale, after 
— Boats manner of _ Arabian Nights Entertain» | 
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« ments, on any ſubject which you can men- 


c tion??? e FipDLEsTICK,” ® replied the other, 


« You have hit it,” ſaid Count Hamilton, 


C and I promiſe you that I will produce a Tale 


<« in which FiDDLEsTICK ſhall be the princi. 


4 pal hero.” In a few days he finiſhed this 


Tale, which he called FLZUR D'Epins. It 


vas much read and admired at Paris. It pleaſed 
me; I tranſlated it for my own amuſement, 


and I now give it to the Public, with . 


retrenchments un. 


But before, 1 1 the Reader tha 


charming Mar- Fw ER, I will juſt beg leave 
to hint, that the moral of this Circaſſian Tale is, 
chat Underſtanding is better than Beauty ; that 


Fidelity is rewarded ; | and: 9 ho do 


8 To luferevil.. 


7 With mene rendering this new edition as 
complete as paſſible, I bave added an Ex enAv- 
mo from an original Picture of. Count HamiL- 
Toſs: the Author of b. eee II. 4 


29 
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MAY-FLOWER, 


7 


CHAP. 1. 


Ho ne Caliph of Caſimter had 4 
| daughter whoſe name was Brilliant; and + 
how "that daughter had eyes; and how | 
thoſe eyes killed the men and blinded the © 
women. How the Caliph and all the 
Court were in great conſlernation ; and . 
how the Prime- Miniſter recommends Fid- 
dleſtick to provide a remedy againſt the 
fatal effetts of thoſe killing eyes. —How + 
8 Fiddleſtick conſults the Fairy Serena, 
and acquaints the Caliph-with the, con- 
BD -. aw 


. 
ditions 0n-which Serena will grant tie 
remedy: and how he undertakes to fulfil 
| thoſe conditions. — How he paints Bril- 

| Hiant's portrait without being killed by her 

eyes; and how Brilliant, as ſhe thinks, 
falls deſperately in love with Fiddle- 

ſtick; and how Fiddleſtick, as he feels, 11 

does not fall deſperately in love with Bril- 

liant.— How he ſets out on his expedition 

To releaſe May-flower from the clutches 

cy Mother Long Tooth, | 

OUT * thonſand three hundred 

and fiſty three miles from hence there is a 

certain beautiful country called Caſhmeer, 

Which was governed by a Caliph. This 
Caliph had a daughter ; and that daughter 
a face; but it would have bee better for 

many if the had been born without one. 

B For _ beauty, 3 to che fifteenth 

| | year 


[3] 
car of her age, became inſupportable at 
hat period. I ſhall not pretend to de- 
cribe the moſt beautiful mouth that ever 
as ſeen, the whiteſt teeth, a noſe which 
as neither too long nor too ſhort; the 
;velineſs of her complexion i in compariſon 
ith which the lilies of Caſhmeer, which 
re a thouſand times whiter than ours, 
ppeared dirty, and the carnation of her 
heeks, which ſhamed the colour of the 
lamaſk roſe. But all theſe charms were 
othing in compariſon. with her eyes, 
hich ſhone with ſuch aſtoniſhing bright- 
eſs, that from the eighth year of her age, 


er father, who was a truely œcοοical 
rince, uſed to extinguiſh all the candles at 
idnight throughout his palace, and the 

ght from her eyes was ſo great, that all 
he courtiers (and eourtiers always ſpeak 
ruth) declared they could ſee as well as 
| c 


o 


Te?) 


at midday. No one cond ever diſtin. 0 
guiſh their colour; for as ſoon as any 
one ventured to take a peep at them, he 
| was immediately ſtruck as with a flaſh o 
lightning; and from this circumſtance ſhe 
was called Brilliant. 
TuE misfortune was, that the finel 


young men of the court periſhed continu 
ally ; and a day did not paſs, that two o 
three of thoſe fops, who affected to ogle 
whenever they met with a pretty pair ol 
eyes, and who had hitherto eſcaped un 
hurt, could not avoid the general confla 
gration. Such indeed was the effect of the 

| __ operation, that the flame paſſed rapid! 
from the eyes to the heart of thoſe me! 
who looked at her; and in leſs than fou 
and twenty hours they died, continual] 


pronouncing | tenderly her name, an 
humb 


IS 


a 


Wumbly thanking her beautiful eyes for 
he honour of ſending them to the grave. 


Tas fair ſex however ſuffered diffe- 
ently. Thoſe who ſaw her at a diſtance 


ome near- ſighted; but thoſe who waited 
n her perſon purchaſed their honour. at a 
car rate: the Lady of the Bed Chamber, 
our Maids of Honour, andan old Miſtreſs 
the Robes, became abſolutely blind. | 
THz grandees of the kingdom who ſaw 
heir families daily extinguiſhed by the 
atal conflagration of her eyes, humbly 
etitioned the Caliph to find out ſome 
emedy for a diſorder which deprived 
heir ſons of their lives, and W . 
ers of their ſight. 
AccoRDINGLY the Caliph ſummoned 
is council of ſtate to deliberate on what 
as to be done. His Miniſter n 
B 3 a 


ere dazzled to ſuch a degree as to be- | 


and this Miniſter Was the 0 preſident 

alive. 
Tux council was divided in opinion, 

One party propoſed to put Brilliant into a 
convent ; ſupporting that there could be 
no harm if a dozen or two old nuns with 
their abbeſs ſhould become blind for the 
good of the ſtate. A ſecond party pro- 
poſed to ſew her eyelids together ; and a 
third offered to take out her eyes with 
ſuch addreſs that ſhe ſhould feel no pain, 
keep them in a ſilver box, till the fatal 


Fre was ſomewhat extinguiſhed, and then 


replace them in 'their ſockets as if they 
had never been taken out. | 

Tux Caliph who tenderly loved his 
daughter, objeQed to all theſe propoſals, 
and the Prime Miniſter, who penetrated 


his royal maſter's ſentiments, got up to 
ſpeak.” The good man had cried bitterly 
| for 


/ 


12 


for above an hour, and he began his 


harrangue even without wiping bis eyes, 
« I have been lamenting” he ſaid, © the 
« death of the Count my ſon, Knight of 
te the Sword, which honour, however, could 
« not preſerye him from the fatal looks of 
the Princeſs. He was yeſterday buried: 
* ſo no, more of him. We are now met 
« for the ſervice of your Majeſty ; and I 
«muſt forget that I am a father, to re- 
« member only that I am a Miniſter.”” 

« My grief has not prevented me from 
© liſtening to the "ſeveral opinions: and 
< with great reſpet to the company, I do 


© not approve any which have been given. 
Mine is as follows: I have a Squire in 


« my ſervice ; I do not know whence he 


« comes, or what he is; further I know, 


© that ſince he has been in my ſervice, I 
* no longer trouble myſelf about the 
B 4 « affairs 


— 


E 71 


1 4 ir of my houſehold. He is like a 


« ſpirit who knows every thing : and 


+07 although I have the honour of bemg 
i your Majeſty” s firſt Miniſter, yet Iams 


© mere ignoramus in compariſon- with 
* him. My wife tells me ſo every day, 
« Now if your Majeſty ſhould find it good 
* to conſult him upon an affair of ſuch 


o difficulty, I am perſuaded your Majeſty 
A would be ſatisfied.” =* Willingly, good 


« Mr. Miniſter,” returned the Caliph; z 


L and more particularly as I ſhall be very 
I glad to fee a man who has more wiſdom 
and underſtanding than yourſelf.” +» 


On being ſent for, the Squire refuſed 


| to come, unleſs the eyes of the Princeſs 
| were doſed. Sire,“ ſaid the Miniſter, 


« did not 1 tell you ſo!“ “ O ho,” re- 


« plied the Caliph; © I ſee he is not de- 
e bicient in ann ; bring him 


« here; 


1 
« here; he ſhall not ſee my daughter's 
* eyes.” He ſoon came, and though 
neither well nor ill made, he had ſome- 
thing agreeable in his air, and ſtriking in 
his phiſiognomy. 

Se EAR boldly to him, Sire,“ ſaid the 
Miniſter, © he underſtands all languages. 
The Caliph who only underſtood his own 
tongue, and that not very well; after me- 
ditating a long time in order to find out an 
ingenious queſtion; ſaid to him, My 
friend“ what is your name?” © « _ 
« ſtick,” replied he ; * Fiddleftich, * 
turned the Caliph ; © Fiddleſtich,” ex- 
claimed the Miniſter. 1 aſk hf re- 
ſumed the Caliph, © what is your name pon 
. © T underſtand you, Sire. Well then“ 


laid the Caliph, “ whatisit?” . Fiddleſtick”® - 


returned the other, making at the ſame 
time. a low bow. * And why are you 
| 8 B 5 30 called 


. 
PASS. 
. . 


x 3 


EO 
called Fiddleſtick ? © Becauſe it is my 
name.“ —< And how ſo ?'—<Becauſe I 

a quitted my real name to take this; ſo I 
© am called Fiddleſtick, although i it is not 
e my real name. Nothing 1s plainer,” 
returned the Caliph; ; * and yet I ſhould 
never have found it out in a month.“ 
Well chen, Mr. Fiduleſtick; what 
« ſhall we do with my daughter?“ © What 
« you pleaſe, Sire.” — But I ſay, what 
« ſhall we do with my daughter? pur- 
ſued the Caliph.— What you pleaſe,” 
again , replied Fiddleſtick. To cut the» 
« matter ſhort,” ſaid the Caliph, © my 
« Miniſter- adviſed me to conſult you in 


| 
| V regard to her misfortune in killing or 
| 3 e blind thoſe who look at her.” 


« The Gods are to 1 Sire,” F ddleftick Criesy 
Ide made ber fo bandſomt, and not ber bright Lag . 


| „Bor 


* TY * . 3 


(ou 1 
« BU if it is a misfortune to have ſuch 
« beautiful eyes, hear what is to be done, 


i according to my humble opinian. The 
„ F airy Serena knows all the ſecrets 


* of nature: ſend her a trifling preſent of 
« a hundred or two hundred thouſand ru- 
« pees, and if ſhe does not find a remedy 
for the eyes of the Princeſs you may be 
« fully perſuaded that her diſorder is in- 
« curable; and in order. to prevent all 
« excuſes or delays, I myſelf will under- - 
© take to conſult Serena on your part, as I 
« am well acquainted with her habitation.”” 

Tux Caliph approved the propoſal, and 


ordered a purſe of the moſt brilliant dia- 
monds, and half a buſhel of the largeſt 


pearls as a preſent for the Fairy; and our 
adventurer ſet out on the expedition, not- 


withſtanding the oppoſition and regret of 
tze Miniſter's wife. BIT TS: 
| 8 -* DuRiNnG 


„ T0 1; - 
 DoriNG his abſence on this expedition 
which laſted a month, the eyes of Brilliant 
did more execution than ever; and the 
Caliph ordered public prayers and pro- 
eeſſions to incline Heaven to look with an 


| ; eye of pity on his diſtreſſed ſubjeQs, and 


to prevent her from fixing her eyes on him. 
In the midſt of theſe diſtreſſes and cere- 
monies Fiddleſtick returned, and repairing 
to the Caliph, who was in the act of con- 
fulting his privy council, thus addreſſed 
SIR, the Fairy Serena preſents her 
compliments, thanks you for your pre- 
_ « ſent, but declines accepting it : ſhe ſays 
that ſhe is able to render the eyes of the 
11 Princeſs as harmleſs as thoſe of your 
bh» Majeſty, without diminiſhing theirluſtre, 
« provided you will ſupply her with four 
A n. Y.-M es” returned the Caliph, 
6 . 7 93 four 


180 
© four hundred if ſhe pleaſes.” — << Softly 
« if you pleaſe, replied Fiddleſhick. 

« The firſt of theſe is the portrait of 
e Brilliant.—The ſecond, | May-Hower. 
„The third, the Luminous Hat.— And 

« the fourth, the Mare Sonora.” —* What 
© js the meaning of all this? interraptetd 
the Caliph.—< I will tell you, Sire,“ re- 

turned Fiddleſtick. © Serena has a ſiſter 
% whoſe name is Mother Long Tooth 
«ſhe is almoſt as powerful as herſelf; 
« but as ſhe employs her art in doing harm, | 
« ſhe is only a witch, while Serena is an 
, honeſt Fairy. Now this old hag con- 
e trived to convey-away the daughter of 
Serena, and is now endeavouring by the 


© moſt cruel uſage to force her to marry 
her ſon, who is a little monſter. - This 
daughter of Serena is called May- 
« flower, The old bag has alſo in her 

. 775 * poſſeſſion 


e 
e poſſeſſion a hat all covered with dia- 
«© monds, and thoſe diamonds are ſo ſpark- 
_ © ling that they rival the ſun, and are only 
inferior to the luſtre of Brilliant's eyes: 
© this is the Luminous Hat. Beſides theſe 
« things ſhe has a mare, each hair of which 
e js provided with a golden bell ſo harmo- 
© nious, that it is a concert of itſelf; and 
* whenever this animal ſtirs, the united 
« ſound of all the bells forms a melody 
« louder and more raviſhing than the har- 
* mony of the ſpheres. This is the Mare 
* Sonora.” | 
« TuESsE are the four things which 
« Seren requires, and as a comfort, ſhe 
* added, that it is next to impoſſible, for 
* any one, who endeavours to carry off 
% May-flower, the Luminous Hat, and So- 
4 nora, not to avoid falling into che hands 
_ of the ole m. ; and if that ſhould hap= 
2 pen, 


C 16 1 


pen, not all the powers of the earth can 


« again deliver him from her clutches.“ 
ITE conſideration of theſe hard terms 
affected the Caliph and his privy. coun- 
ſellors to ſuch a degree, that they burſt 
into tears. Fiddleſtick affected at their 
ſorrow ſaid to the Caliph, “ Sire, I know 
«a man who will undertake to execute the 
9 firſt commiſſion.'—“ How,” returned 


the Caliph, © to draw the portrait of my 
daughter! and who is there ſufficiently 


* out of his ſenſes to attempt what 
ee jg impoſſible ??—< Fiddleſiich,” replied 
the other ; © Fiddleſuck,” returned the 
Caliph ; _ © Fiddleftich,” repeated the, 
Miniſter, and all the privy counſellors; 


« Fiddleſtick,”” echoed the courtiers who 


were waiting in the drawing room till the 
Caliph made his appearance, and Fiddle- 
* Fick. reechoed the ſervants who were 

ſtanding 


Tt; 16 23 
Banding) in the court yard of the palace, | 


and the boys- Who were a in the 
ſtreets. 

* Sink, ”” ſaid the bene « * will 
c ſucceed if he undertakes it; And if 
he does replied the Caliph, who wil 
undertake the reſt * — Fiddleſtict,“ 
anſwered the other. Fiddleftick,” ſaid 
the Caliph; © Fiddleſtick,” repeated the 
Miniſter, and all the privy counſellors ; 

-« Fiddleſtick,”* echoed the courtiers, who 
were waiting in the drawing room till the 
Cali ph made his appearance, and © Fiddle. 
« flick,” reechoed the ſervants who were 

| ſtanding 1 in the court yard of the palace, 
and the boys n were e playing 3 in = 

ſtreets. 4 

I Sinz, ” ſaid Fiddle r — 

1 cannot. engage in this attempt, but 
K under two conditions: the firſt, that 
V 5 « when 


, N 
* when my name is mentioned, it may 
* not be banded about from one to the 


« ſtored to the ſtate which you deſire, 


miſed; and the Miniſter, who loved 
buſineſs, iſſued letters patent under the 
great ſeal, granting to Fiddlefick the ſole 


Fiddleſtick without any one's preſuming to 


tioned. 


Turs important buſineſs alas finiſhed, 
the Caliph and all the whole court were 
employed in making conjectures by what 


which no one could look at without inſtant 
* 


« other, like ſo many echos; and the 
« ſecond, that when the Princeſs is re- 


« ſhe may be permitted to chuſe her own 
* huſband.” The Caliph ſolemnly pro- 


monopoly of painting the portrait of the 
Princeſs Brilliant, and of being called 


repeat the name whenever it was men- 


means he would paint a countenance 


% 


1 


[Lis 
blindneſs or death; but he ſoon con- 
vinced them that it was not impoſſible, 
|  Havins travelled much, and being 
accuſtomed to make a journal of his tour, 
> Us fond in his notes, that in thoſe coun- 
tries where eclipſes are common, the na- 
tives were accuſtomed to look at the, ſun 
_ through a glaſs tinged with a dark colour, 
Hz immediately. contrived to make a 
pair of ſpeRacles with glaſſes. of a dark 
green colour; and having tried their ef- 
fect againſt the ſun at midday, he repaired 
to the apartments of Brilliant, with the 
- proper apparatus for taking her portrait, 
Tus proceeding ſurpriſed her; and to 
puniſh, his raſhneſs, ſhe opened her eyes 
as much as ſhe could: but all ſhe did was 
in vain; for the painter, after he had ſuf- 


ficiently and minutely examined, under 
| cover 


* 9 |] 
cover of his ſpeacles, the features of her 
countenance, began the portrait. N 
ALTHOUGH he was not a painter by _ 
f profeſſion, yet no one ſurpaſſed him in 
that art. He had an exquiſite taſte in all 
the branches of deſign, compoſition, and 
colouring, and was an admirable judge of 
beauty. The beauty of the Princeſs did 
not at firſt make upon his heart that im- 
preſſion which might have been expefted. 
But by degrees his inſenſibility wore off, 
he became ſmitten with ber charms, and 
endeavoured to render himſelf agreeable | 
by the power of his wit and underſtanding, 
which-he poſſeſſed in ſo high a degree. 
The Princeſs was not inſenſible to the . 
praiſes which he beſtowed on her beauty, | 
and liſtened with the greateſt attention to 
the agreeable account of his travels, which 
he related under the pretext of amuſing 


her 


„ 
hes while ſhe Was fining for her picture. 
She was ſo delighted with his lively ſallies 

and amuſing converſation, that ſhe would 


oſten prolong the time in which ſhe was to 


ü, always expreſſed her regret when he 


left her, quite forgot that his perſon was 
not as beautiful as his mind; and at length 
became paſſionately in love with him. 


A The portrait was no ſooner finiſhed: than 


it became the admiration of the whole 
court: all the courtiers to a man declared 
that they could ſcarcely bear to look at 
the eyes of the picture, affected to borrow 
the ſpeQacles for that purpoſe, and on ex- 
. amining the portrait, exclaimed, 
7 ” Fair Brilliant's counterfeit ! what demi god 
«« Hath eome ſo near creation! move thoſe eyes! - 
% Or whether reading in the balls of mine 


% Seem they in motion! here are ſever'd lips | 
e Parted with ſugar breath; ſo ſweet a bar 


3 „ een _ ſuch ſweet n; ; here i in her hairs Eh 


e The 


1 . . 
„ al . 
+ « 
7 
T, 
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„ 1 
« The painter plays the ſpider, and hath woven 
« A golden meſh t'entrap the hearts of men 
«« Faſter than gnats in cobwebs : but her eyes = 
«« How could he fee to do them ? having made one, 


« « Methinks it ſhould have power to Heal both his, 
cc And have 22 If 8 8 * 


Meanwhile the Princeſs bernd Se 


and melancholy ; and her uneaſineſs in- 

creaſed as the time approached when he 

was to depart in purſuit of ſo dangerous 
an adventure. 


On taking leave ſhe aſſured him, “That 
in expoſing himſelf for, her ſake he was 
= going to labour for himſelf; for if he 
« ſucceeded ſhe was permitted to chuſe her 
* own huſband, and ſhe need not tell him 
* who that ſhould be; and if he did not 
4 ſfucceed, ſhe ſhould then remain ſingle.” 

It muſt be confeſſed, that this declaration 
Was plain and open; but in thoſe days 
whenever a beautiful lady felt any ſymp- _ 
53 toms 


[ 2 ] 
toms of tenderneſs, ſhe was eager to diſ- 
cloſe them; and Princeſſes were not more 
ſqueamiſh than other women. N or was 
Fiddleftick ſhocked at "this eagerneſs ; he 
flung himſelf twenty times at her feet, to 
expreſs tranſports which he did not feel; 

for he was aſtoniſhed at finding, chat his 
heart did not beat time with his mouth, 
and that he did not love as much as he 
profeſſed. N 04 us 


7 
þ 4 
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EF 


How Fiddleſtick diſperſes a troop of Wild - 


Beaſts. —How he ſees a Parrot ; and how | 
| he takes from the Parrot a Bag of Salt ; 
and how his Heart is ſtruck at the firſt 
ig of May- flower. Ho he outwits 
Old Mother Long Tooth; how he ob- 
tains poſſeſſion of the Luminous Hat and 
Sonora ; how he puniſhes Maſter Long 
Tooth; and | how he carries off May- 
flower. | 1 


Brix now in readineſs to depart, 
the Caliph offered money and troops to 


facilitate the enterpriſe, but the brave 
adventurer refuſed both, and recommend- 
ing himſelf to the protection of fortune, 
he ſet out without any other reſource 
than that of his own courage and addreſs. 

| As 


1 
As long as he continued in the kingdom 
of Caſhmeer, all was pleaſure. The flow- 
ers ſprung up under his feet; ſtrawberries 
and melons covered the ground; peaches 
apricots and figs fell into his mouth only 
for the trouble of opening it; continaal 
ſpring rendered the air pleaſant, and the 
ſky ſerene. Whenever he wiſhed to 
take repoſe, a large orange tree, growing 
on the banks of a running ſtream, offered 
afreſh and delicious foliage; and larks and 
nightingales lulled him to ſleep with the 
moſt enchanting notes: but he had no 
ſooner paſſed the mountains which bound 
that charming country, than he plunged 
into defarts and wilderneſſes full of wild 
beaſts, ſo large, that in compariſon, com- 
mon lions and lecpards would look like 
1 33 
H was i to penetrate throu oh 
" thele 


1 
theſe foreſts to arrive at the habitation of 
Mother Long Tooth : and it ſeemed as 
if 'theſe perverſe. wild beaſts were ac- 
quainted with” his deſign ; for inſtead of 

attacking him, they extended themſelves 


to the right and left; and three hydras, 
ten rhinoceroſes, fourteen elephants, and 
twenty griffins, placed themſelves directly 
in a narrow way through which he muſt 
paſs. Although he well knew the art of 
war, and was afraid of nothing, yet like 
many a wiſe general, he nn ſtra- 
tagem to force. 

Having collected a . of dry bran- 
ches, he waited with patience till the ap- 
proach of night, when ſtriking fire with a 
flint and ſteel, which he always carried 
about him, he ſet fire to the faggot, and 
placing it upon a long pole, advaneed 
boldly towards the enemy. 5 
os 0 As 
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As all animals are terrified at the ſight 
ol fire, the whole crew of hydras, rhino- 


ceroſes, elephants, and griffins no ſooner 
perceived the lighted faggot than they 
began to be terrified, and our knight- 
_ errant, like a good ſoldier, taking advan- 
tage of their alarm, uttered loud ſhouts, 


and advancing onward, found himſelf out 


of the foreſt at break of day, 
_ ALTHOUGH weary with this night's 
work, and defirous of fleep, yet he could 
not venture to remain in ſo dangerous a 
place; and as he was continuing his 
0 journey, the ſun roſe, and its firſt rays 
darted upon ſomething ſhining in the 
midſt of a path at a little diſtance, He 
followed that path, and as he came near 


che object, he ſaw a moſt beautiful parrot, 


which immediately roſe f rom the ground, 


and flew to a buſh a few paces from him, 


The 
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azure; its body was crimſon and white, 
its beak and its wc ſhone like _ 
gold. Ro 
H — it e was 
charmed with its beauty, and impelled by 
ſomething more chan curioſity, was deſi- 
rous of approaching nearer, but was 
afraid left it ſhould be ftartled and fly 

n Dit <font? ic | 
Tus parrot however did not ſeem in 
the leaſt alarmed : but ſearching into the 
buſh, drew out a little bag which he 
placed upon the ground, opened it with 
great addreſs, took out a few grains of ſalt, 
and after ſcattering them with his talons, 
picked them up with his beak. a} 

Pano my heart, ſaid Fiddleſtick ;- 

o not eat that ſalt, it will do you 
harm.“ The parrot immediately burſt 
en Cc 2 into 


The feathers of its wings were gold and 


{ 
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into a fit of laughter, looking at him at 
the ſame time with a very ſerious air. 
< What a charming parrot”. ſaid he © it is 

te abſolutely a phœnix. © Fiddleſtich,” 
ſaid the parrot, interrupting * * flew 
out of ſight. | 11830 i Sur 
Ou adventurer immediately ok up 
the bag of ſalt, and continued his journey 
along the ſame path, hoping that the 
parrot would return, fince he had carried 
off the ſalt. © 1 do not comprehend” 
ſaid he to himſelf, “what could have 
« alarmed him: but what can be the 
« reaſon ? why even to the birds of the 
& air, all things repeat F:ddle/izck as ſoon 
as they hear that word. But what is 
« ſtill more remarkable, this parrot uttered. 
« it of his on accord. But what could 
« induce me to aſſume that name and quit 
my own! Was it the adventure of tha 
* "= magpies} 
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„ magpies? Yet ſurely no one would 
« helieve me if I ſhould relate that 
« adventure day after day: and indeed 
« I ſcarcely know whether I who ſaw it, 
« ought to believe it myſelf.” T 
Fu LL of theſe reflections, he continued 


his route through a barren and uninhabited 


country, amuſing himſelf with a thouſand 
different thoughts, in which Brilliant had 
ſome ſhare; but ſhe did not occupy his 
whole attention with - thoſe long and 
agreeable reveries, in which true lovers 
are fond of loſing themſelves, and building 
thoſe delighiful caſtles in the air; wherein 
the imagination is better lodged than the 
judgment. 1 | 
| N1cur approached, and extenuated 
with fatigue and hunger, he found himſelf 
unable to proceed any farther; and for- 
tunately perceived a hovel at a ſmall 
C3 diſtance. 


5 L 1 
diſtance. On entering, he obſerved a 


little old man and bis wife, and every 
appearance of wretchedneſs and poverty: 
but having other things 1 in his head thana 
good ſupper and bed, he determined to 
paſs the night there. 
H was well received and ſupplied 
with every thing the cottage afforded, for 
he gave. them more money than would 
have purchaſed the whole domain. Two 
goats ſeemed to be their whole ſubſtance, 
which their ſon, a ragged boy had juſt 
driven in and which took up their abode 
witch the reſt of the company, for the 


5 houſe did not afford a ſeparate room. 


Havine learned from theſe poor 
cottagers all the information neceſſary for 


the execution of his enterprize ; in the 
morning be changed dreſs with the ragged 


I boy, placed a patch upon his eye, pur- 
| chaſed 
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chaſed the two goats, and not forgetting 
his bag of ſalt, took his leave, direQting 
his ſteps towards the ſpot which led to 
the houſe of the Sorcereſs, diſregarding 
the advice of his hoſts, not to go there, 
unleſs he had very particular buſineſs. 
Hs had not gone far, before he heard 
a moſt delightful harmony, which became 
more melodious in proportion as he drew 
nearer : he well knew from whence it 
came, and driving on his goats, he recon- 
noitered the environs, and ſtopped in a 
ſmall wood, which was watered by a 
lively rivulet. | 
Tux neighbourhood was ſo dangerous 
a place, and the near approach of ſo raſh 
an adventure excited ſome reflections, and 
thoſe reflections were accompanied with 


ſome uneaſy ſenſations, but did not pro- 
C4 duce 
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duce either fear or repentance. He re- 


peatedly exclaimed, 


« Love ſounds the alarm, 
« And fear is a flying : 
Men beauty's the cauſe, 
„ What mortal fears dying? 


War LE he was thus fortifying his reſolu- | 

tion with all the magnanimous expreſſions 
which he ever remembered to have heard 
at the theatre, he obſerved a perſon who 
engaged all his attention. To judge 
from her delicacy, ſhe might have been 
taken for the aurora of a ſummer's day ; ; 
from her ſhape,and gait, for Juno her- 
ſelf; and from her grace, for all the 
graces aſſembled in one perſon. As ſhe 
approached, he exclaimed, in the words 


of a poet, who was his favourite author, 


« Of a truth that ancient poet lies 
« Who ſays that the graces are but three; 
« For in each of thoſe delightful eyes 
I more than a thouſand graces ſee."? | 
SHE 


| L a8 1 
1 Suk was ſimply -clad, but an air of 
dignity adorned her ſo much in deſpite of 
her dreſs, that ſhe appeared at leaſt a 
Princeſs in diſguiſe !. and as our adven- 
turer was fond of poetry and acquainted 
with the beſt ng in Caſhmeer, he ex- 


claimed, 


Her form is freſher than the morning roſe 

« When the dew wets its leaves; unſtain'd and pure 
« As is the lily and the mountain ſnow. 

* 2 ＋＋＋ native grace, 

«« Sits fair proportion'd on her poliſh'd limbs 

«© Veil'd in a ſimple robe; for lovelineſs 

«© Needs not the foreign aid of ornament ; 

But is when unadorn'd adorn'd the moſt. 

<© Thoughtleſs of beauty, ſhe is beauty's ſelf, 

e Recluſe among the woods.” - 


As ſhe was approaching the rivulet, he 


obſerved her three times from the head to 
the feet, and three times he proteſted to 
himſelf, that he never ſaw ſuch pretty feet, 

nor fo 1 many charms, as in the delightful | 
Ggure which thoſe pretty feet ſupported. 
| C5 _ArprE- 
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Artaznzxsivt of appearing to look 


0 eyes. Having filled a pitcher, ſhe fat 


down on the banks of the rivulet, claſped 
her hands together, fixed her eyes ab- 
ſorbed in melancholy on the running 
ſtream, and after uttering ſeveral deep 
ſighs, No the exclaimed, © never 
« creature was ſo unhappy as I am; alas! 


*« fince I am convinced chat my calami- 
* ties will never ceaſe, why do I continue 
to live!“ Then after a moment's re- 


_  fleftion, ſhe burſt into tears, and cried 


out,“ Happy birds, who have nothing to 
« dread but the elements, mankind, and 
the other birds though you are con- 
8 tinually at war, yet in the midſt of all 
your alarms, you enjoy at leaſt your 
10 * liberty ; and are not condemned to the 


"8 continual ſight of the moſt rightful 
« perſon 


EF 


& 700 in the world.” On uttering 
theſe words, ſhe again burſt into tears, 
and taking up the pitcher, returned from 
whence ſhe came. 
Hx had attentively examined her 
without being obſerved. He found her 
perſon ſo delightful, that he concluded 
from her-air and mein that ſhe had a 
good natural underſtanding, an agreeable 
- temper, ſincerity of heart, and a mind 
incapable of meanneſs. It muſt be con- 
feſſed that he diſcovered a great number 
of excellent qualities in a ſhort ſpace of 
time; and yet he was not miſtaken : nor 
had he any occaſion to conjetture who 
ſhe was. 
_ Hz paſſed the whole day in the wood; 
and at the approach of darkneſs he ven- 
tured to quit his retreat. 8 
AFTER rambling ſome time without 


C6 knowing 
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| knowing where he was, a ſudden gleam of 
light ſhooting through the darkneſs, dif.. - 
covered a. large houſe of one ſtory at the 


diſtance of about two hundred: paces. 
THE light diſappearing almoſt in the 
fame moment, he groped his way towards 
the houſe, which he well knew'muſt be 
that of the Sorcereſs, and climbed as ſoftly 
as he could to the top, which was thatched, 
Havine liſtened ſome time without 
hearing any thing, he gently contrived to 
make a ſmall aperture in the ſtraw, and 
ſa that frightful Sorcereſs, Old Mother 
Long Tooth, employed in throwing herbs 
and roots into a large cauldron, ſuſpended 
over the fire ; ſhe muttered at the ſame 
time many barbarous expreſſions, and oc- 
caſionally ſtirred the contents with a large 
tooth, which projected from her mouth at 
leaſt two yards. | 
AF TER having ſtirred the anions in 
this 
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this manner ſeveral times, ſhe threw in 
three toads and five bats ; z and ex- 


claimed, 


« Double double toil and trouble 
« Fire burn and cauldron Bubble.“ 


Tux pouring ſomething from a phial, 
ſhe added, 


I cool it with a dead man's blood, 
4 Let the charm be firm and good; 
« Reſtore my lover to his charms, 
: e And bring him plumeleſs to my arms. 


a Hen lover ! '” ſaid he, © ſurely it t muſt 
« be one of thoſe monſters who endea- 
« youred to ſtop me in the foreſt.” | 

MEAanwHiLs the Sorcereſs 3 oc- 
caſionally into the cauldron the middle 
finger of her left hand; which was pro- 
vided with a nail almoſt as long as her 
tooth, in order to taſte the ingredients if 


they were properly blended together, and 


repeatedly exclaimed, 


% Double denble toil and trouble 


Fire burn and cauldron bubble.” 
| NEAR 
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 - Nza the chimney fat Maſter Long 
Tooth, a little monſter ſo ugly and de- 
formed, that he was more horrible than 


his mother; and the beautiful creature, 


| -whom Fiddleſtick had ſeen in the wood, 
- was kneeling down, and waſhing with her 


ſnowy arms and delicate hands the moſt 

dirty and naſty feet that ever were waſhed 
by the hands of a pretty woman. 
_ * MorTrex Long Tooth perceiving, that 
| the poor girl wept, lifted up her tooth, 
and looking at her ſideways, exclaimed, 
« Wretched creature, how dare you ſerve 
* with fo bad a grace him who in two 
« day's time will be your huſband, inſtead 
of thanking Heaven that you are to be 
my daughter-in-law, and are to enjoy 
< the ſupreme happineſs of having ſuch a 

„ huſband as my charming ſon.” 

n e with the ſuf- 


\ fering 
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fering of the lovely girl, could not help 
ſhuddering at theſe words, and immedi. 
ately exclaimed to himſelf, 

« What pity that ſo delicate a form 

4 By beauty kindled, and harmonious ſhaped, ., 

c« Where ſenſe fincere and goodneſs ſeem to dnell, 


« Should be devoted to the rude embrace 
« Of that indecent clown. - | 


Ar the concluſion of this exclamation 
he deſcended inſtantly from the roof, for 
fear of being ſurpriſed, and regained the 
wood, where he paſſed the remainder of 
the night, reflecting on what he had ſeen, 
and meditating on the enterpriſe he was 
about to execute. 

EAI x in the morning the lovely girl 
returned to the banks of the rivulet, and 
the returned with all her charms, and all 
her ſorrow, carrying in her hands the 
dirty linen of the little monſter, which 
ſhe, waſhed in the running ſtream, 'aug- 

menting 
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menting the waters with the tears which 
{flewed copiouſly from her lovely eyes. 
Tals ſecond meeting on the banks of 
the ſame rivulet increaſed his compaſſion 
for her, 9 0 made bim feel that he ſhould 
HE now . it was time to diſ- 
cover himſelf; and in order to engage 
her attention he drew out a flute, and 
began playing an affecting air. Struck 
with ſurpriſe ſhe turned her eyes towards 
him, and perceived that his appearance 
did not correſpond with his _ ar 
Playing. : | 5 
O obſerving that he liſtened to kim, 
he affected to follow his goats, which 
were at ſome diſtance, and when he 
ceaſed playing « No” the cryed out, 
the harmony of Sonora is not half ſo 
« agrenapler” How happy * me added, is 
« that 
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„chat poor boy who paſſes his life in 


tending goats: ragged as he is, I fin 
cerely wiſh I could change conditions 
with him.” 
« BuT what buſineſs has he ſo near this 
« deteſtable ſpot, fince he can drive his 
W< wretched flock at a greater diſtance ? 
What buſineſs has he ſo near the abode 
« of Mother. Long Tooth?“ He is 
« come to deliver you moſt beautiful 
« May-flower,” exclaimed he, and without 
giving her time to be ſurpriſed, or even to 
faint away, as ſhe ſeemed inclined, he ap- 
proached her, and ſaid, Yes Iwill deliver 
you, or I will periſh in the attempt,” — 
4 Alas!” returned ſhe, looking at him with 
attention, * poor wretch as thou art, thou 
© canſt die indeed, but thou canſt not 
« ſave me from the ſlavery to which I am 
« doomed. You now ſee me engaged in 
Wh, 
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* the .moſt diſguſting occupation : yet | 
would willingly thus paſs the reſt of my 
5 life, if I were not threatened with a {till 
* more dreadful misfortune : 1 ſhall be 
compelled to marry the ow of Mother | 
“Long Tooth.” - | 
1 know that,” anſwered Fiddle eftici,l 
© and I will deliver you.” | 
Iay-Hower again looked at a mani 
who ſpoke with ſuch confidence, andi 
| ſeemed to know every thing: and he who 
had only enjoyed the pleaſure of looking 
without being looked at, was more 
charmed than ever; and preferred her 
to all the women he had ever ſeen. 
| RxcoLLEctinG his diſguiſe, he took 
the plaiſter from his eye, that he might 
appear leſs disfigured; and although ſhe 
did not ſeem much ſtruck with his coun- 
tenance, yet the liſtened with attention to 
what 
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what he had to ſay. He told her, © He 
« was not what he appeared, that he was 
« come to carry off the Luminous Hat 
and Sonora: that he had undertaken 
all theſe things for, the ſervice of a 
= Princeſs who is eſteemed one of the 
| « wonders of the world, but that he now 
Jl began to think no more of her;“ for, 
added he, © How can I think of her, 
« when I have ſeen the charming May- 
ce flower ; ſhe will henceforth be the ob- 
« je of all my enterpriſes.” 
May-flower did not appear offended 
with this declaration, nor diſpleaſed at the 
ſacrifice z and during the time that ſhe 
continued, F:ddleſtzck was ſufficiently con- 
vinced that he had formed a true opinion 
of her underſtanding and ſentiments. 
He entreated her to conſide in him, and 
to conſent to the propolal of a man, who 

would 


„ 
would die two or three hundred thouſand 
deaths rather than offend her. 
Hz then made himſelf acquainted with 
the ſituation 'of Sonora? s ſtable ; he 
learned that the door was never locked, 
from a perſuaſion, that no one would at- 
tempt to ſteal a mare, who did not make 
the leaſt motion vithout being heard. 
He vas perfeRtly ſatisfied with this in- 
I formation, and as ſhe could not venture 
to be abſent any longer, they ſeparated, 
and he followed her with his eyes till ſhe 
was out of his ſight. 
H x then recommended himſelf ſerioufly 
to Fortune, who had not yet abandoned 
him, and placed his whole confidence in 
his own addreſs and reſolution. He felt 
chat he was inſpired, concluded that his 
paſſion for. May-flower was the cauſe of 
bis * and was determined: to be 
guided 


a  - 


— 
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Wuided by che impulſe of the moment... 
| Dbſerving at a ſmall diſtance ſome boys 
Witempting to catch birds, he whiſtled and 
Wire them to him; and, without knowing 
| thy, he took away their bird-lime. 

Ar the approach of night he went 


] owards the ſtable of Sonora, carrying the 

dag of ſalt, and the bird-lime he had taken 
rom the boys. Fine preparations for an 
| enterpriſe like his! Fit arms to preſerve 
him from the dreadful power of the Sor- 
ereſs whom he was going to my of all 
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- 
her treaſures! {| 1 2 
Cow DV er ED by a dn found he 
ent ſtrait to Sonora, and arrived juſt 
as ſhe had laid down. She was a moſt 
beautiful. as well as a moſt quiet animal ; 
and ſuffered him to careſs and ſtroke her 
without attempting to move a hair; for 
the was ſo plealed. wh his appearance, 
that 


„ 

that ſhe would have ſacrificed her life in 
his favour; having been accuſtomed to 
ſee only Maſter Long Tooth, who often 
ill treated her, and who was ſo ugly, that 


ſhe had abhnoſt rather . chan be fed 


by his hands. 
Fin ine her fo Aotile, is filed each 


of the little bells with dung, and doſed 


the apertures wich the bird- lime; he had 
fearcely finiſhed the laſt bell, before 
Sonora roſe up and ſhook herſelf in order 
to try if all was filent about her. 
Havins reiterated his careſſes, he ſad- 
died and bridled her, and leaving her in 
the ſtable, went immediately to the houſe 
of Mother Long Tooth, and aſcended the 
roof in the ſame manner, with the fame 
precautions as before, carrying with him 
the bag of falt, but without knowing for 
what reaſon. Through the aperture in the 


roof 


. 
roof he obſerved the ſame objects as be- 
fore, but May-flower in a ſtill more 
wretched ſituation. The little Monſter 
after having attempted to take ſome 
liberties, was ſcolding her for her coy- 
neſs in rejecting his careſſes. Old 
Mother Long Tooth compelled her to 
fit down by the fide of the chimney ; and 
her ſon ſtretching himſelf along on the 
ground placed his head on her lap, and 
was ſoon heard to ſnoar. The unfortu- 
nate May-flower dared not ſhew any figns 
of that forrow with, which ſhe was im- 
prefled ; the tears ſtole from her eyes, 
and Fiddletick ſympathiſed in all her af- 
fictions. Meanwhile the Old Hag ho- 
vered over the cauldron, ſtirred, the, con- 
tents even to the bottom, with- her long 
tooth, threw in from time to time ſeveral 
frogs, toads, and bats, dipped into the 
cauldron 
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cauldron che finger which was provided 
with a nail almoſt as long as her tooth, for 


the purpoſe of taſting the "Fn and 
_ the lines 5 b 


4 eee , 
Fire burn and cauldron bubble.” 


Ax that moment Fiddleſtick recollected 
his little bag of falt which he had always 
carried in his hand without knowing why, 
and emptied it down the chimney into the 
cauldron. | Mother Long Tooth having 
taſted the contents; ſhudderedwith horror; 
on taſting a ſecond time ſhe found the 
charm ſpoilt, and uttered ſuch a dreadful 
ſhriek as would have drowned the cries 
of fifteen thouſand cat-calls. She inſtantly 
took the cauldron from the fire, and ſtruck 
| May-flower, who , tottering with the blow, 

| awakened the little monſter, and received 
OLI? | another 
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another from him for having diſturbed is 


ſnoring. 


Fiddleſtich, who could not have ſuffered 


| more if he had received fifty blows, or if 


twenty ſwords had been run through his 


body at the ſame inſtant, was inflamed 


with anger, and was on the point of 
committing ſome imprudent act of ven- 


geance, when he heard Mother Long 


Tooth praiſe her ſon for his dauntleſs 
reſolution in ſtriking May-flower, and 
ordered him to fetch ſome water from 
the rivulet, © Go my little charmer,” 
ſhe ſaid ; © that wretch ſhall wear my hat 
«to give you light: I would ſend you 
alone, but the hat has no virtue except 
on the head of a maiden, and ſhe who 


e wears it muſt not carry any thing elſe. 


« Go my ſon, take the pitcher and do not 
« fear hobgoblins, they will not venture to 


D « approach 


d e . 


« approach you whilſt the hat ſhines, and 


« I promiſe that you ſhall eſpouſe that 


« wretched creature as ſoon as you re- 
e turn.” | 

E I conſent,” ſaid Fiddleftick, as he was 
deſcending from the roof, provided it is 
not till her return;” but he took care not 
to ſay this too loud; and running ſpeedily, 
he placed himſelf between the houſe and 


the rivulet. 


HE had ſcarcely arrived before every 


place ſeemed as if enlightened by the mid- 
day ſun, and the charming May-flower 


was the firſt object which caught his atten- 


tion ; appearing ſo brilliant notwithſtand- 
ing the ſplendour of the hat, as if all the 
light had iſſued from her eyes. Maſter 
Long Tooth who accompanied her, drag- 
ged himſelf along with much difficulty 
| under the weight of the pitcher ; he was 


not 
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not only hump backed, but as bandy 
legged as a turnſpit; and ſo ſhort, that 
after having ineffectually endeavoured to 
take hold of May-flower*s arm, he could 
reach no higher than her pocket, to which 
he clung and dragged himſelf along. As 
to May-flower, ſhe took as large ſtrides as 
ſhe could in hopes of getting rid of him ; 
her heart beat ſtrong between hope and 
fear, and at the firſt ſight of Fiddleſtick ſhe 
trembled, bluſhed, and grew pale twenty 
times in a moment. What effe& theſe 
emotions had upon her lover I never 
learned ; but this much is certain, that he 
inſtantly ſeized the little monſter, covered 
his head with an handkerchief, and taking 
him up in his arms, carried him as if 
he had been a lap dog, and haſtened to 
the ſtable. 
Havins briefly explained his intention 
D2 to 
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to May- flower, ſhe was ſo confounded that 


ſhe approved his deſign without under- 
ſtanding what ſhe ſaid. © I am terribly a- 
*« larmed,” ſhe added, © and my apprehen- 
A ons are no longer for myſelf : you 
have already done ſo much, that I have 
* every reaſon to place my whole confi- 
e dence in you; let us eſcape with all 
e ſpeed, ſince that alone can deliver us. 
gut what will you do with this little 
« monſter?” 1 will immediately flea 
him alive,” he replied, © as a puniſh- 
ment due to him for his preſumption in 
« thinking of marrying you, and for the 
« blow which he gave you. 
But the generous May-flower, who ab- 
horred all other. cruelties but thoſe with 
which hard hearted fair ones treat their 
affectionate lovers, interceded for the mi- 
| ſerablewretch. © Do not” ſaid Fiddleſtick, 
| | « be 


— 


a] 
« be alarmed; all the puniſhment which 
« ] will inflit upon him will not be very | 
« ſevere. You will ever oblige me by 
leaving him ſome trifle as a remem- 
'* hrance-of you; and ſince he now loſes 
„all hopes of having you for his wife, 
« ſuffer him to wear your head-dreſs, till 
he again moe the honour of ſeeing 
« you.” 
 May-flower did not canadian what he 
meant, but F:ddleſtick taking off her cap, 
placed it on Maſter Long Tooth's head, 
who looked ſtill more horrible in ſo fan- 
taſtical a head-dreſs ; but having heard 
the threat of being fleaed alive, be thought 
himſelf extremely fortunate, when inſtead 
of finding the knife applied to his ſkin, he 
found his miſtreſs's cap placed on his 
head. 
But the comments did not end in dreſ- 
+ 7 ſing 
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ing his head, for Fiddleſtick bound his 
hands and legs together, and ſtopping his 
mouth with hay to prevent his crying out 


or ſtarving, he covered his whole body 
with hay, and placed him in ſuch a man- 
ner that any one who entered the ſtable 
could only ſee the back part of his head 
covered with an elegant cap. 
Having finiſhed this ceremony, he ca- 
reſſed and mounted Sonora, and took up 
May-flower behind him; off galloped So- 
nora as if ſhe had been long uſed to carry 
double, and vied in ſwiftneſs with the 
wind. She was ſo gentle, that he threw 
the bridle upon her neck, and when ſhe 
had galloped about an hour, as he compu- 
ted, at the rate of above a hundred miles, 
he thought it high time to s and give 
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- "CHAP. I 


How Fiddleſtick informs May-flower who 
ſhe is, and who he is—and how he tells 
her a long ſtory of himſelf and his Bro- 
ther Phœnix and how he relates his * 
own Birth, Parentage, Education, Tra- 
vels, Adventures of the enchanted Palace, 
Starlings and Rook ; and why he was in- 
duced to take the name of Fiddleſtick, — 
and how he goes to the Court of Caſhmeer 

and ſees Brilliant, and how May-flower 

is jealous of Brilliant, and kow Fiddle- 

ſtick cures that ſealouſ)— and how he ſees 

her aſleep, and writes verſes upon her; 


! and how May-flower is hungry, and how- 
Fiddleſtick roaſts a Hare and a | brace of 
D4 Par- 
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Partridges for May-flower's ſupper ; 
and how he cannot find Serena's Palact ; 
and how he conveys May-flower - into 


Caſhmeer. 


F IDDLESTICK was now the happieſt 
man in the world: he had completed ſo 
| perilous : an adventure ; he was delivered 
from all apprehenſions ; ; and the perſon 
whom he loved and whom he had deliver- 
ed from a ſituation worſe than death, was 
in his arms and not offended: bleſſed ſi- 
tuation for a man, who having undertaken 
an enterprize for the ſake of glory, had 
compleated it for the ſake of love. He 
now felt no other apprehenſion than that 
of not pleaſing her whom he adored : and 
that one apprehenſion was ſufficient to 
alarm him. He well knew that there 


Vas nothing captivating in his perſon, and 
| ; that 


E 


that his only hopes were founded on the 
reſources of his underſtanding, and the 
ſincerity of his attachment. Each ſight 
of the charming May- flower redoubled 
his paſſion, which was not likely to be 
diminiſhed by his holding her in his 
arms, though with infinite reſpect and 
delicacy. 
« BEAUTIFUL May-flower,” he ſaid to 

her, perceiving that ſhe ftill trembled; 
e be not alarmed, you have no longer 
&* occaſion to fear mother Long Tooth; 
and you need be under no apprehen- 

« fion from me, whoſe ſentiments to- 
« wards you are as reſpeQable as they 
are honourable. I well know all your 
“ merit: and though I may venture to 


_ ©. ſay, that no one knows it better; yet 
* I dare not add, that I feel it to the 
bi very bottom of my heart ; and yet it 

D 5 « would 
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« would be ſomething very extraordi- 
5 nary, if it were not ſo. Some very 
8 particular reaſons compelled me to quit 
"wy my native country ; ; but at my depar- 
© ture T formed no project, and did not 
« even know what I was going in ſearch 
* of: now I too well know, that you 
_ «were that objett of my reſearches, and 
humbly intreat you to liſten to a 
© ſhort tale, which may amuſe a few 
% moments. 

M ay-flower not wing how to an- 
ſwer all theſe fine ſpeeches, . reclined 
gently towards him as if to reſt herſelf: 
he approved of that mode of anſwering, 
and without expecting any other, thus 
continued: 

«] An fon of a prince whoſe domi- 


« nions were very ſmall, but in return 
| « whoſe 


E 

« whoſe ſubjefs were rich, contented, 
and faithful. 
“IHA a twin brother, bo God knows 
: ORE is become of him. We were only 
«ſix years of age, when my father took 
« us apart, and addrefling us as if we had 
« attained the uſe of reaſon— My chil- 
e dren,” he ſaid, « ag you are twins, it is 
e uncertain which of you ought to ſuc- 
% ceed by right of primogeniture : but 
« as my dominions are too ſmall to be di- 
« vided, I expe that one of you ſhould 
« relinquiſh his right in favour of the 
other; and to the end that he who 
“gives up his right need not repent, I 
have two gifts in my power, either of 
« which will be able to make your for- 
e tunes; and theſe are Beauty and Under- 
« ſtanding. But as it is neceſſary, that 
D 6 tele 
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c theſe gifts ſhould be ſeparated, let each 
« chuſe which beſt pleaſes him. 
Ws anſwered inſtantly, without heſi- 
— * tation. I choſe Underſtanding, my 

brother choſe Beauty; and my father 
* tenderly embracing us, aſſured us, that 

in due time, we ſhould have what we 
had reſpectively choſen. 
My brother's name is Phœnix, and 
“mine Chaffinch; for my father had ſuch 
« a paſſion for birds, that he called us by 
< theſe names, and if he had been bleſſed 
« with more children, he would have cal- 
Led them Eagles, or Peacocks, or 

_ « Blackbirds, or —_ or Nightin- 
« oales, or Larks. 

« ANOTHER pelken of my good father 
« was, that of being treated with the 
« greateſt reſpe& by his children, and to 
* * addreſſed by chem with, Sir, Pleaſe 


: « your 
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« your highneſs, and ſuch like jargon, 


« which I could never ſubmit to. But 


« Phoenix was particularly attentive to 

« that ſort of etiquette, treated him with 
dhe greateſt ceremony, and gave him 
* more titles than he expected; and this 
« was probably the reaſon why my father 
kept his word with him better than with 
© me. For at the age of eighteen he was 
« the moſt beautiful creature that ever 
« was ſeen, at leaſt of our ſex. 

« As for me, although I was daily Nat 
«tered with encomiums on my under- 
* ſtanding, yet I conſidered all thoſe fine 
« ſpeeches as nothing more than what was 
« Faid to all children, whoſe parents are 
e continually peſtering their friends with 
c their children's bon mots; and 1 felt that 
J had juſt' ſufficient NAY 6 to 
* know that I was no Solomon. 


© ALTHOUGH 


„ fair: whilſt I paſſed my time in reading 


e affectionate to each other. 


1 Y 

« ALTHOUGH my brother's purſuits 
« and inclinations were different from 
mine, yet no two brothers ever felt 
2 greater affection than we did for each 
K other. Phoenix thought of nothing but 
« adorning himſelf and captivating the 


all the books, both good, bad, and in- 
different, which : could Jay my hands 
upon. 
« I 800N diſtinguiſhed the good from 
the bad, and finding myſelf reduced to 
«a very ſmall number, I was diſpleaſed 
« at my ſqueamiſhneſs which leſſened my 
- amuſement in reading. 
«Ar length my father and mother both 
« died, and in dying ſeemed as contented 
V as people. can be when they die; on 
* leaving their two ſons ſo friendly and 
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« Ouꝝ parents' funerals were no ſooner 
« performed, which my brother took care 
« ſhould be as ſumptuous as became a 
prince, than we differed in opinion for 
« the firſt time of our lives; but our diſ- 
pute, which was very obſtinately car- 
« ried on, was only which of us ſhould 
« yield his right of inheritance in favour 
* of the other. Phœnix importunately 
« inſiſted, that as I was more fit to govern, 
* I ought to ſucceed, and in regard to 
* himſelf, he added, that with his figure 
« and appearance, thank Heaven, he had 
no doubt of making his fortune in any 
« part of the world. | 
IN vain I urged many Btong: reaſons 
« to induce him to take poſſeſſion of our 
* ſmall principality, but I could not pre- 
* vail; and ſo after many long debates, ' 
«we came to an agreement, that we 
I ſhould 


8 « 1 

« ſhould each of us ſet forward on the 
« ſame day to ſeek our fortune ſeparately, 
« on condition, that he who ſhould firſt 
e procure an eſtabliſhment, ſhould imme- 


« diately inform the other, who was to 
« return and put himſelf in * of 
our common inheritance. 

« We appointed confidential miniſters 
eto govern in our abſence; Phœnix took 
© his departure with all his charms; and 
« I with the ſmall portion of ſenſe which 
had fallen to my ſhare. 
„Wx took different routes. I tra- 
« verſed various countries without finding 
any opportunity of raifing myſelf to any 
"8 conſiderably good fortune. I did not 
© omit obtaining information on all points 

« which appeared worthy of my curioſity; 
I learned many ſecrets of nature, and 
«remarked with attention the moſt re- 
| : «* markable 
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© markable particulars in every country 
through which I travelled : but my cu- 


« riolity was not yet ſatisfied. 
_« Havins at length entered the king- 
« dom of Circaſſia, which I had often 
« heard mentioned as the country of beau- 
« tiful women, I was aſtoniſhed to find, 
* that I had traverſed it almoſt from one 
* extremity to the other without finding 
* one, who even excited my admiration. 
« 1 imputed this circumſtance to the 
change of government, which had juſt 
* taken place in that kingdom; and 1 
thought that the inteſtine troubles might 
* have diſperſed thoſe beauties which, 
from what I had heard, I expeQted to 
” meet in every corner. 

ON Dy walking along the banks of 

« a river” which watered a large plain, I 
* obſerved on the other ſide a ſuperb 

building 
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building, which appeared like the pa. 
ace of ſome great ſovereign. On en. 
« tering I found the inſide dull, and the 
- inhabitants of a melancholy air. I no- 
e ticed indeed more beautiful women than 
* had hitherto ſeen in all Circaſſia, but 

. 9 they were extremely ſhy ; thoſe who 
« obſerved me at a diſtance fled away ; 
« while thoſe who could not avoid me, 
© made no return to my bows or civili- 
cc ties, but turned away their heads with- 

out deigning to look at me. 

* Ix the ſame manner 1 traverſed ſe- 

© veral galleries without meeting with 
any other objects but theſe inanimate 
c heauties, who appeared like ſo many 
* ſtatues ; when I heard ſome ſudden 
« burſts of laughter, which ſeemed to iſſue 
* from an apartment at the extremity of 
* the gallery; and was delighted to find, 
| ce that 


19 
« that the ſame dreadful melancholy, to 
« which I had hitherto been a witneſs, did 
not reign in every part of this vaſt pa- 
| © lace. I entered the apartment from 
« which thoſe burſts of laughter continued 
« to iſſue, and ſaw four magpies fitting 
round a table and playing at cards. 
% Tyey did not ſeem ſtartled at my 
« preſence, on the contrary after drop- 
„ping ſeveral curtſies, they continued 
* their game, which I, who know all the 
games that are played on the cards, did 
« not comprehend ; near them fat a rook 
* of a very ſolemn and decent deport- 
ment, in an armed chair, knotting, and 
« looking at the game. 
* I muſt confeſs I was rather ſurpriſed 
* at ſo unexpected a fight, nor could I 
% conjecture what could be the meaning 
* of this enchantment. Meanwhile the 
« four 
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« four magpies ſhuffled, cut and dealt, as 


* if they had never done any thing elſe in 
their lives. While I was looking on 
«© with the profoundeſt attention, one of 
© the magpies heaping the cards upon 
© each other, ſuddenly threw them upon 
© the table as if ina tranſport: of joy, and 


N cried out with a loud voice, Fiddleſtici 


« Fiddleſtick ! Fiddleſtici / 

„TAE other magpies repeated Fiddle 
© ſlick; even the rook, who ſat knotting i in 
* the armed chair, cried out Fiddleſtick; 
« and the whole company inſtantly burſt 
« into fits of laughter ſo loud and ſhrill, 
that my ears were deafened with the 
« ſound. I accordingly quitted the a- 
<«« partment ; and the melancholy caſtle ; 

.* and ſhortly afterwards departed from 
_ * the kingdom of Circaſſia, without meet- 
ing with any other adventure. 
| * ABOUT 


„ - 

« ABOUT this time the report of the 

« charms of Princeſs Brilliant began to be 
« ſpread abroad; and though I did not 
v entirely give credit to all the wonderful 
accounts, yet my curioſity was piqued, 
and notwithſtanding the danger which 
« threatened all thoſe who looked upon 
« her, I reſolved to go myſelf, and exa- 
© mine if the report was true; particular 
* ly as I had long earneſtly deſired to viſit 
the fortunate kingdom of Caſhmeer. 
©IDETERMINED atalleventsto change 
my name: whether this reſolution aroſe 
from the general practice among knights 
*errants, who always conceal their real 
names; or becauſe that of Chaffinch did 
not appear ſufficiently noble, I cannot 
determine, but the fact is that I actually | 
changed my name; and as the adven- 
* ture of the magpies {till haunted me, I 
| « aſſumed 


L 7 J 

« aſſumed that of Fiddleſlicl.· * Fiddle. 
« ſtrck!”? replied May-flower, © Yes, Fiddle. 
« flick,” replied he; * and what is ſingu- 
5 < larly odd in the conſtruction of that 
« word 5 it ſeems no one can hear it with- 
out immediately repeating it, as you 
* have juſt done. 

* Ox approaching the frontiers of Caſh- 
meer, I paſſed near the enchanted 
& habitation of the fairy Serena, and I 
« muſt confeſs, that the deſire of paying 
my reſpeQs to a perſon, whom a ſuper- 
* natural knowledge acquired by a long 
« courſe of ſtudy has rendered ſo illuſtri- 
cus, was as great an inducement to viſit 
* Caſhmeer, as the report of Brilliant's 
cc beauty. Yet the difficulty of finding 
« the enchanted caſtle juſtly alarmed me, 
Who was not apt to be alarmed. For ! 
« well leu, that among thouſand and ten 

| « thouſand 


A 
© thouſand mortals, who had endeavoured 
„to find it, few had ſucceeded. F or- 
tune, however, or rather the favours of 
« Serena, aſſiſted me; and I was admitted 
into her preſence. 


« I WILL not fatigue you with a parti- 
© cular deſcription of that delightful place, 
the beauty of which cannot be conceiv- 
ed. I will only add, that the reſidence 
of Serena is as much ſuperior to the 
kingdom of Caſhmeer, as the kingdom 
© of Caſhmeer is ſuperior to the reſt of 
©the world. Of the little time I was 
permitted to paſs with Serena was of 
far more ſervice to me than the gift of 
underſtanding which I had received 
from my father ; and at my departure 
ſhe gave me hopes of her proteQtion, 
which I by no means deſerved. In- 
deed I imputed my ſucceſs to my ex- 

« treme 
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« treme reſpett for Serena, and to thi 
« fortunate name of F;ddleſtick; and | 
cc quitted her with the reſolution of ren- 
* dering myſelf as much as poſſible, wor. 
10 thy of that protection, which ſhe gave 


me hopes of receiving, and of that name 
« which 1 had juſt aſſumed. 

« On my arrival at the capital of Caſh. 
* meer, 1 did 250 immediately make 
« my appearance at court. I ſoon diſco- 
« vered the character of the good Caliph; 
eaſineſs of temper, fondneſs for etiquetts 
« diſlike of buſineſs and a habit of being 
„governed. His firſt miniſter, who go 
« verned him, was a man of mean CaPaclt) 
© but without preſumption and haught! 
«* neſs; full of attention and affability to 
« al] who approached him. His wife had 
a better underſtanding, and was ſtil 


* more * than her huſband. I en- 
« tere( 


of 20; 
« tered into her ſervice in the capacity of 
« a Squire, and ſoon perceived that I did 


« notdiſpleaſcher,” © Whatſortof beauty 


as ſhe?” interrupted May-flower, © Of 
« thoſe ſorts (replied he,) which are made 
every day as the owner pleaſes,” and 
continued his relation. 


« As the miniſter was very thick head- 
« ed, I was conſidered by him as a man of 
„great knowledge and addreſs; and in 


« conſequence of that favourable opinion, 


« ] was employed to find out a remedy 
«® againſt the depredations of the Princeſs's 
% eyes.” 

H then related the manner which he 
contrived to take her portrait. © You 
* have then often looked at her?” ſaid 
May-flower—© Yes, (replied he), as often 


« as I choſe, and as I have juſt informed 
you, without the ſmalleſt danger. © Did 
E 8 c«c you 
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. « you find her,” ſaid May-flower, * as | 
« wonderfully handſome as ſhe is reported 
to be? © O yes,” returned he, TA 
* thouſand times handſomer.”” * Doubt. 


« leſs there is no occaſion to aſk you,” 

added May-flower, if you were paſſio- 
* nately in love with her; but tell me! 
© beſeech you the truth?” He did not 

conceal a tittle of what had paſſed between 
him and the Princeſs ; not even the aſſu- 


rance ſhe. had given him, that ſhe would 
eſpouſe him if he ſucceeded in his adven- 

ture. 
Ox n this account, May-flower 
removed his arms with which he ſupported 
ber, and ſat upright inſtead of reclining 
herſelf towards him as before; Fiddleftick 
perfectly well knew the meaning of this 
change of attitude; but affected not to 
perceive it. I do nat know,“ he ſaid, 
15 « what 


„ 
« what happy influence of ſtars had pre- 
« diſpoſed the Princeſs in my favour; but 
« I ſoon felt, that my perſon and figure 
were not worthy « of her; and till leſs 
« ſo the ſentiments of my heart. For I 
* haye fince been convinced that the love 
« which, I ſeemed to feel for her, was 
merely admiration. Every inſtant of 
* abſence inſenſibly effaced the remem- 
« brance of her, and fince the firſt mo- 
« ment 1 ſaw. you, I have totally dest 
W 
HE ceaſed ſpeaking, and Mins 
made no anſwer, but reclined herſelf to- 
wards him as ſhe did before, and placed 
her hands upon his, which he again threw 
around her waiſt to ſupport her. In or- 
der to underſtand theſe changes of atti- 
tude, the reader will recollect that they 
118 were 


E 
were all this while * on the back of 
Sonora. . ” 
Morninc was now beginning to dawn: 
and Fiddleftick taking the Luminous Hat 
from N ay-flower as well for the Purpoſ: 
of eaſing her of the burden, as that it 
might not eclipſe the riſing ſun; the) 
obſerved the firſt rays of that glorious lu- 
minary riſing in the eaſt : and were en- 
joying thefreſhneſs of the morning, When 
5 they were ſuddenly rouſed from their de- 
| lightful reverie by the neighing of Sonora. 
May-flower ſtarted,” and trembling from 


head to foot, exclaimed; © We are ruined; 


Mother Long Tooth is purſuing us.” 

At theſe words Fiddleftick turned his head, 

und obſerved the horrid Old Hag mounted 

on a crimſon unicorn, followed by two 

tigers of an enormous ſize. | 

_ Fiddleſtick endeavoured to comfort 
| |  May- 


„ 
May- flower by telling her, that Sonora 
galloped ſo faſt as rendered it impoſſible 
for Mother Long Tooth to overtake them, 
and immediately threw the reins upon her 
neck, but Sonora would not ftir ; and 
notwithſtanding all his efforts of whipping 
and ſpurring, ſhe continued immoveable. 
MrANwIILE the Sorcereſs approaching 
within fifty paces, May-flower fainted a- 
way in his.arms, and continued in a ſwoon, 
notwithſtanding all his proteſtations that 
hile a drop of blood - remained in his 
veins, he would protect her from falling 
into the hands of Mother Long Tooth. 
Tux Old Hag advancing nearer and 
earer, Fiddleſtick finding all his efforts 
with Sonora ineffectual, began to careſs 
and flatter her: What then, my good 
“Sonora, will you ſuffer your charming 
* miſtreſs to fall into the hands of that 
E 3 terrible 
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1 terrible Old Hag! and dd you ſet of 
Eo * with ſo good a grace only to betray u 
| -# at laſt?” But his entreaties were as in. 
etfedtual as his former efforts; and Mo. 
weer Long Tooth had advanced within 
twenty paces, when Sonora moved her 
left ear three times; he without loſs f 
time put one of his left fingers into he: 
left ear, and finding a ſmall tone thre i 
over his left ſhoulder: inſtantly a wal 
ſprung up between them and the Sorce. 

_ refs; it was only fixty feet high; but i 
gn | 
end was viſible. | 

May flower recovered from her ſwoon; Wl 
1 25 5 Fiddleſtici thanked Heaven, and Sonon | 
1 23 off as ſoilt as a flaſh Pe 


5 ning. | 
Tuev had ae lofi Gight of the wall 
and Fiddleftick now eſteeming May-flow! 
| 1 
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in perfect ſecurity, was going to addreſs 
her, when Sonora ſuddenly ftopped. On 
turning his head he obſerved Mother 
Long Tooth, purſuing them with the 
ſame equipage and the ſame fury as be- 
fore. © Is there no wall”? he exclaimed, 
« which can ſave us from her unicorn, 
« her tigers, her long tooth and her terri- 
« ble, nail !” During this exclamation, 
May-flower again fainted away, and So- 
nora more and more reſtive ſeemed as if 
nailed to the ground. Yet Fiddleſtick did 
not loſe his courage, but began carefſing 
and flattering Sonora in a more tender 
and affecting manner than before. Alas l 
he ſaid, © moſt virtuous Sonora, I per- 
© ceive that the Old Hag has enchanted 
* you, and the moment that ſhe ſees you, 
| © that you are no longer able to ſtir, If 


* this was not true, I would venture to 
E 4 "ay. 


1 
6 lay a wager, that having ſo good a heart 
© as you have, you would rather die than 
not ſave your dear miſtreſs, the charm. 
: « ing May-flower; but as I perceive from 


 « your extreme ſorrow that you can no 


< Jonger give us any aſſiſtance, I requeſt 


* only one favour; it is to deliver the 
charmin g May-flower. I will diſmount 
« and oppoſe myſelf to Mother Long 
% Tooth, her tigers, her tooth, and her 
« nail; perhaps Fortune wall ſecond my 
courage; do you gallop off with May- 
© flower, while the Old Hag is fixing her 
© eyes on me. Adieu, my good Sonora, 


_ « deliver May- flower, do not abandon her, 

© I:conjure you; and if you never ſce 

e me again, bring to her recollection the 

«© man who moſt tenderly loved. her.” 

On ſaying theſe words he was going to 
00 * 
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diſmount, but May-flower preſſed his 
) hands and prevented him. As to Sonora, 


« The wretched animal heav'd forth ſuch groans, 
« That their diſcharge did ftretch her leathern coat, 
« Almoſt to burſting; and the big round tears, 
| « Cours'd one another down herinnocent noſe 
« In piteous chace.“ PE 


| Bur juſt as Mother Long, Tooth ap- 
" WY proached, and was preparing to let looſe 
her tigers, Sonora moved her right ear ſix 
times. Fiddleſtic put in the middle fin- 
ger of his right hand, and finding a drop 
of water, he threw it over his right ſhoul- 
der; this drop of water had no ſooner 
touched the ground, than it ſwelled into 
a river as broad as an arm of the ſea, and 
as rapid as an Alpine torrent. It ſpread 
itſelf on the fide where Mother Long 
Tooth was purſuing, and ruſhed with 
ſueh ſudden impetuoſity, that the Old 


Es Hag, 
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Hag, * unicorn, avid her ow nar. 
rowly eſcaped drowning. 

Tavs they were a ſecond time deli 
vered from the vengeance of the crue 
Sorcereſs; and Fiddleftick now truſted that 
| this was the laſt alarm: the kind hearted 
Sonora ſeemed to ſhare his joy, and gal- 
loped off with inconceivable ſwiftneſs, til 
| Fiddleſtich bethought himſelf that it was 

neceſſary to inform her of the route which 

he intended to follow. He gently check. 
ed her, and thowing the bridle - on her 
neck, “ Sonora,” he ſaid, “ I well know 
chat you never miſs your way, we are 
< deſirous to go to the kingdom of Caſh- 
© meer; it is on one ſide entirely bound- 
ed by mountains and precipices. Con- 
© du us, I beſcech you, on thas ſide where 


u © Serena has fixed her habitation 2 © But 


4 Lan. ee ex- 
| _ claimed 


2 
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claimed May-flower, « is not that the 
« country of the Princeſs Brilliant '. « It. 
« js the kingdom of her father,” replied 
he, © and to him I promifed to bring the 
« ſpoils of Mother Long Tooth as de- 
manded by Serena.“ 

Ap did you not aſſure me,” return- 
ed Mayflower ſomewhat troubled, © that 
* although you undertook that dangerous 
te enterpriſe for the ſake of Brilliant, yet 
te that in carrying it into execution, you 
« only thought of delivering me! What 
“ madneſs in me to flatter myſelf for a 
moment, that you could ever forget the 
« moſt beautiful perſon in the world, for 
* the favours of ſuch a creature as May- 
e flower, Why then did you ſay fo ſince 
« you were never really of that opinion! 
« Ah! Fiddleſtick,”” exclaimed ſhe, let- 


ung fall ſome tears, I am now convinc- 


| 7 «ed, 


„„ 
« ed, that your ſole impatience ariſes from 
«a deſire of appearing before thoſe beau- 
« tiful eyes, which ſtill charm you, Toad- 
« ed with the ſpoils which you promiſed 
od « her, and bringing the unhappy May- 
« flower in triumph. If you had not de- 
© ceived me, you would never go in ſearch 
* of her, after having found that object, 
« which you juſt ſeemed ſo apprehenſive 
Et of lofing. For what prevents you from 
a conveying me to your native country 4 
« Why do you make me feel, that there 


_ - © are evils greater than thoſe from which 


« you have Juſt delivered me! If you had 
* not flattered me with hopes which you 
never meant to realize, my heart at eaſe 
would not conſider as the greateſt miſ- 
« fortune upon earth, that of being ſacri- 
« ficed to the Princeſs Brilliant; and the 
« vill love you, alas, but too much, with- 
| e out 


LIT 
« out this new proof of your attachment 
to her.“ | 
Fiddleftick not leſs grieved at her af- 
ligtion, than delighted at the cauſe of 
her apprehenſions, exclaimed with tranſ- 


port; © Charming May-flower, I have not 
« deceived you in aſſuring you, that I ex- 
t poſed myſelf only for you, and that you 
* would ſee me prefer death in your ſight,” 
© rather than think of ſacrificing you to 
Brilliant. The firſt ſight of you drove 
« her inſtantly from my heart ; and every 
e moment increaſes my affeQtion for you. 
« Your expreſſions, which ſo well prove 
« the ſincerity and delicacy of your ſenti- 


ments, have found their way to the very 
e bottom of my ſoul, I could willingly 
© have periſhed to ſave you; judge then, 
« if I am deſirous of living for any other : 
« be tranquil then and compoſed, and 

EL, ir cc permit 
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ec permit me to keep my promiſe, for ] 
* ſhould be unworthy of you, if I ſhould 
© break my word. Be alſo aſſured that 
e cannot find ſecurity from the venge- 


e ance of Mother Long Tooth in any 


«other place than in the kingdom of 
« Caſhmeer; and depend upon it, that if 
J am put to the trial, I will ſacrifice, at 
ir the riſk of a thouſand lives, Brilliant to 
my charming May-flower.” 

Tux woman who loves is eaſily per- 
ſuaded, and believes what ſhe wiſhes to 
believe. Fiddleſtick had opened his heart 
with too much fincerity not to clear up all 
her doubts and take away all her alarms. 
He no fooner perceived that ſhe was con- 

vinced, than he gave the reins to Sonora, 

who turning ſuddenly to the right galloped 
| dae ge e — 2p re- 
a al.  alizing 


proſpeti which eyes ever beheld, the 
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alizing the poetical deſcription of Camilla. 


« When favift Camilla ſeours the plan, 
« Flies o'er the unbending corn and int along the main. 
In leſs than an hour they arrived at the 
foot of a mountain which was the. bound- 
ary of Caſhmeer, and which would have 
been inacceſſible to any other animal but 
Sonora, who aſcended it with as much eaſe 
as if ſhe had been traverſing a plain, and 
without in the leaſt fatiguing her riders. - 
© Ox reaching the ſummit, the air ap- 
peared embalmed with all the perfumes 
of Arabia, and on whichſoever ſide they 
turned their eyes, the moſt delightful proſ- 
ped preſented itſelf in all the charms of 
the moſt lovely variety. May-flower was 
glad to repoſe herſelf for a moment in this 
heavenly ſpot ; and while ſhe was loſt in 
the contemplation of the moſt wonderful 


lin 
of 
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of jealouſy, which infinuates itſelf every 
where, infuſed itſelf into her mind. 

How then” ſhe exclaimed, © is Bril- 
e Hant heireſs of this delightful country! 


Brilliant, herſelf more precious than 


« theſe treaſures, and more beautiful than 
all thoſe beauties which nature ſcatter 
in ſuch profufion? will ſhe convey them | 
« all to the happy man whom ſhe chuſes 
« for her huſband ; and is there any one 
« who will refuſe her hand for the ſake of 
« May-flower ?—Ah!  Fiddleftick, if it is 
<-true, that your conſtancy, or rather 
your blindneſs for me, ſhould lead you 
* to reſiſt the temptation which I ſo much 
«dread, comfort me then if it be poſſible 
« hefore we deſcend into thoſe enchanted 
« ſcenes, or ſuffer me to ſeek in the midit 
* of thoſe horrid precipices which we have 
juſt quitted a fate far more ſupportable 

13 Do | ; c than 


--[W-:4 
« than that of ſeeing you. united to Bril- 
« hats?! In 42.4 

ANOTHER ſi be UTE "I | 
bad diſguſted with the return of theſe a- 
larms, ſo ſoon after the ſolemn profeſ- | 
ſions he had juſt made to her, but May- 
flower was ſtill more charming than tender 
and delicate, and Fiddleſtick was paſſio- 
nately in love with her. 

Hz was indeed ſo far from being dit. 
pleaſed with theſe ſymptoms of jealouſy, 
that he would have been quite delighted 
with them if they had not infuſed too 
much uneaſineſs and torment into the 
breaſt of her whom he ſo tenderly loved. 
Anxious therefore to ſooth her, «© Beau- 
« tiful May-flower,” he cried, © there are 


* only two ways by which I can give you 
that convittion of my fincerity which 
you ſo much defire. The one is to re- 

9 05 | | E ceive 
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« ceive ves Mana in the preſence of Hea- 
e ven and Earth, and to unite my heart 
to yours for ever: I take therefore the 
„ inviſible powers, who are now liſtening 
to us, to witneſs, that 1 ſhould think 
* myſelf more happy to paſs my life with 
© you in the midft of thoſe dreadful rocks | 
«and precipices, which we have juſt 
* quitted, than reign with Brilliant over 
© thoſe fortunate regions, which we arc 
2 going to viſit. I now therefore offer 
„you my heart and my faith, and vil 
conduct you to our little principality, 
here probably my brother is by this 
time returned. But I have already 
e told you, that in every other place ex- | 
« cept in the kingdom of Caſhmeer, we 
© ſhall be expoſed to the perſecutions of 
the cruel Long Tooth; and even if we 


* N be able to eſcape from her fury, 
5 ce WC 


1 


which ſhe had juſt ſhewn, aſſented with- 
out heſitation to this propoſal ; deſcended - 
into the fertile and delightful plains of the 

king- 
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« we never can expect to be ſaved from 
« the juſt reſentment of Serena, to whom 
« ] promiſed to deliver her daughter, the 
* Luminous Hat, and Sonora... 
May-flower expreſſing her ſurpriſe, 
« Yes, beautiful May-flower,“ he re- 
turned, * you are the daughter of the 
" fairy Serena, ſo renowned both for her 
« virtue and art It is my humble opinion 
* that we ſhould go to her; that laying at 


© her feet the treaſures which ſhe has de- 


« manded, and which I have ſo. fortu- 
* nately taken from the Sorcereſs, I may 
be entitled to demand the moſt precious 
« treaſure of all, as a recompence for. 
a having executed her commands.” 


May-flower aſhamed of the jealouſy 
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kingdbe of Saber and arrived about 
mid- day on the banks of a rivulet, ſhaded 
with orange trees. Fiddleſtick perceiving 
that May-flower was fatigued, alighted, 
and lifting her from her ſeat placed her 
gently on the graſs, by the fide of the 
murmuring ſtream, and: under the ſhade 


of. the orange trees. 8 | 
Hz then unbridled: Sonora, to give her 


an opportunity of ſeeding in the neigh- 
bouring paſtures; but as he was appre- 
henſive, leſt ſhe might remove to too 
great a diſtance, he unglued the bells, and 
took out the dung, that he might find her 
wherever ſhe. was. As Toon as ſhe ob- 
ſerved: chat the bells were no longer ſtop- 
ped, ſhe diſdained to feed; and capering 
and prancing with the moſt graceful and 
. an. filled the air, with the 

0 U woſt 


: p a 1 
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moſt delightful harmony that ever ſtruck 
the ear of a connoiſſeur. | 

Fiddleſtict having liſtened with an ad- 
miration which almoſt for a moment made 
him forget his charming May- flower, re- 
turned to the place where he had paved . 
her and found her alleep. 

Wär lx he was admiring with reſpeR 
and admiration her beauties which 


„Whether leeping or awake 4 
ec) Shot forth peculiar graces,” du 50 nf) 
the melody of Sonora raviſtied. bie ears, 
and ſelecting ſome of his rareſt and choiceſt 
notes, he compoſed ſeveral couplets in 
praiſe of May-flower aſleep, with that 


gallantry and tenderneſs which his ſenti- 
ments inſpired, and adapting the muſic 
to the words, formed ſeveral new and de- 
lightful airs, which ſurpaſſed both in ſenſe 
and harmony, all the ſongs which he had 
ever 
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ever heard even at the opera. No,” 


he expreſſed himſelf in his couplets, * if 


I could form a beauty according to my 
© own fancy, 1 could never conceive in 


* my imagination any thing more amiable 


or more engaging than what I now ſee; 
* and in order to touch my heart, it would 
© be only neceſſary to copy the model of 
* May Houer. bt 225 
Furt of theſe ideas, and employed 1 in 
this occupation, Fiddleſtick did not think 
of fleep. He thanked. Heaven for the 
profound repoſe which his divinity enjoy- 
ed; but a thought ſuddenly came into his 
mind, that after a good ſleep ſhe might 
wiſh to eat, and wherever he turned his 
eyes, he ſaw with pleaſure the means of 
_ furniſhing the fineſt deſert, that was ever 
b brought to table: every tree and every 
| hrub was loaded" with a profuſion. of 


fruit; 


Ing 
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E 
fruit; but as it wiſely occurred to him, 
that whoever is very hungry, {ſeldom be- 
gins with. fruit, he laid afide his tablets, 
and the verſes he had juſt been compoſing, 
and went in ſearch of Sonora. He did not 
know why, but he took it into his head, 
that a creature, which had hitherto eſ- 
lentially ſerved them under the moſt preſ- 
ling exigencies, would not withold her aſ- 
ſiſtance on the preſent occaſion. Having 
followed the ſound of the muſical bells, 
he found her as Orpheus is deſcribed, 
ſurrounded by all ſorts of animals and in- 
animate objeQs, who had been attrafted 
by the harmony of her muſic : 


As ſhe canter d around, the oaks mov'd along ; 
And myrtles and orange trees danc'd to her ſong. 


Bur what was of the greateſt impor. 
tance, a large quantity of game was liſten- 
ing with rapture to the divine melody; a 

3 NE hare, 


po 


| hare, a brace of partridges, and a phes. 


| a repaſt was immediately ſerved. - She 
; was not inſenſible ts theſe marks of atten- 
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Fant, paid dear for their taſte and attention; 
he killed them without the leaſt ſcruple, 
lighted a fire of dry ſticks, and bega 

roaſting his miſtreſs's ſupper; for although 

Chaffinch was a Prince, yet Fiddleſld 
was a cook when- he ſet about it: a pro. 
feſſion he learned i in his travels, and it i 
certain that he did his beſt on this occaſion, 
Ox his return, Mayflower awoke, and 


tion, and while ſhe was regaling herſcl, 
_ liſtened with great eagerneſs to his ac- 
count of the good fortune which ſuppliel 
him with this repaſt; and although ſhe 
| had compaſſion for the poor creature 
whom the love of muſic had been the oc- 
cafion of deſtroying, yet her compaſſion 


E did not ſpoil her appetite, and ſhe kep! 
cating 
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eating, and pitying them at the ſame time. 
Having inquired how he had amuſed 
himſelf during the time that ſhe was a- 
fleep; he ſhewed her his tablets—She 
took them, and though ſhe bluſhed, yet 
ſhe read ſeveral lines. she told him, that 
ſhe dared not praiſe his verſes as much 
as they deſerved, becauſe they praiſed 
her too much; while he proteſted, that 
they did not praiſe her half enough; and | 
took her charms to witneſs that he felt 
a thouſand times more, than he could 
expreſs either in proſe or'verſe. ' 

« Fiddleſtick,” ſaid ſhe modeſtly, * 
„] were deſirous of alarming myſelf with 
„ ;uſt apprehenſions; I would add, that I 
* ſuſpe& your ſincerity, for I know that 
" I have only charms ſufficient not to be 
* ugly: but fince you are blinded by 

K partiality to me, I will take care 
F | not 


„ a 

« not to open your eyes, and enable you 
© to diſcover a thouſand defects, which I 
now for the firſt time could wiſh to be 
2 « delivergd from, that I might become 
« more worthy of that affeQion which you 
2 * profeſs for. W. ́ð& 

Ix the midſt of theſe nk Gomilar pre 
reſtations, with the detail of which I wil 


Fi not trouble the reader, the night came 


on; and Mayflower who was refreſhed by 
her long nap, ſeemed defirous of con. 
tinuing their journey. | | 
80 Tux innocence of her own ſentiments 
and the reſpectful behaviour of her com. 
panion, were fully ſufficient to quiet al 
a apprehenſions. But as ſhe was extremely 
: delicate 4n regard to decorum, the thought 
-- would be more proper to continue their 
journey, than to paſs the whole night 


tete -A-tète on the bare ground; yet ſhe 
felt 
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felt embarraſſed on reflecting, that Fiddle- 
ſick had not ſlept; and muſt ſtand in 


need of ſome repoſe. 
Fiddlęſtick, however, divined "Ne 


thoughts, and aſſuring her that he never 


could be ſo ungallant as to ſleep in her 
company, they, ſet out, hoping to arrive 
at Serena's by break of day. 
Tux harmony of Sonora ſurpriſed _s 
enchanted all whom they, met. As they 
paſſed. through the foreſts the birds daz- 
led by the ſplendour of the Luminous 
Hat, ſeemed to falute the riſing day, while 
they poured forth their notes reſponſive 
to the / delightful muſic of Sonora. In 
traverſing the villages, the cocks crowed 
as at the firſt. dawn of the morning, and 
the peaſants were preparing to. return to 
their daily labour. But May-flower | no 
dane took off the. Hat, than the night 


F 2 return- 
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returned; the cocks ceaſed crowing, and 
the peaſants again betook themſelves to 
ſleep. «it, | 
. length the real morning made itz 
appearance ; and Fiddleftick promiſed his 


charming miſtreſs, that he would ſoon 
preſent her to her mother: but he could 
not keep his promiſe. For although he 
had twice viſited Serena, yet he could not 
find her habitation ; and employed two 
whole days and nights in ineffectual re- 
ſearches. He was fully convineed, that 
| he had paſſed it more than an hundred 
times, and could not conceive why Seren 
was more inacceſſible to him than before; 
particularly as he now brought her be- 
loved daughter, and was ready to deliver 
to her the treaſures which * had re- 


qui ired. 


Wur LE he was tormenting himſelf with 
diſ- 
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diſquieting conjectures, and continuing 


his vain attempts to diſeover the abode of 
Serena, the news of his arrival on the 
frontiers reached the Caliph; and a Meſ- | 
ſenger was diſpatched, to command his 
immediate attendance at Court. 
| Fiddleftick could not reſiſt theſe com- 
mands; and he immediately guided So- 
nora towards the capital of Caſhmeer, 
notwithſtanding the alarms of May. flower, 
on approaching a place which was the re- 
ſidence of Brilliant, and the palpitations 
of her heart, which ſeemed to forebode 
ſome misfortune. 531 4 
Sus ſtrived all ſhe con: to e 
thoſe apprehenſions in the preſence of her 
lover; and it required no moderate effort 
to appear tranquil on approaching a Court, | 
where Brilliant only waited for Fiddleſtick 
to put an end to her misfortunes, and 
Fg perhaps 
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perhaps to offer him her hand as a recom- 


pence. 4 $113 15 

IV the midſt of theſe alarms FTE arri- 
ved, and were received in triumph: ac- 
| clamations were poured forth on every 
ſide, and theſe acclamations raiſed - the 
glory of Fiddleftich to the ſkies. It was 
the general belief, that a man who had ſo 
glorioufly completed an adventure, begun 
for the good of the public and the ſervice 
of the Princeſs, would bring a remedy for 
all the calamities with which they had been 
fo long afflicted; and which fince his ab. 
ſence had increaſed to a moſt dreadful 
height. 
Tux good Caliph, having amuſed bim. 
felf one day with looking too long at his 
g daughter, chanced to let fall the ſpectacles, 
which Fiddleſtick had left with him for 


that purpoſe, and was inſtantly ſtruck 
blind 


L 1031 

blind by thoſe beautiful eyes which owed 
their exiſtence to him. The prime Mi- 
niſter, of all Miniſters the moſt loyal, ſell 
a victim to his chagrin and affection; and 
his widow had comforted herſelf with the 
loſs of her huſband, in becoming the fa- 
vourite of the Princeſs, whom ſhe go 
verned by means of a parrot of moſt ex- 
quifite beauty. Whoſoever held this 
parrot in their hands, might look at the 
Princeſs's eyes without the leaſt danger; 
and the widow was governed by a Ne- | 
greſs, who had Juit made her appearance 
at Court. | 


1 2 „ 


| 8 0 H A P. Iv. 
* P :ddleftick : is jeyfully received by the 


Caliph and all the Court; and how he 


Finds the prime Miniſter dead, and the 
Caliph blind: and how Brilliant. zs in 


_ . . dove with a Parrot: and how Fiddle- 


. - ſtick procures @ remedy from Serena, 
and hat he; ſoftens the conflagration of 
Hrilliant's eyes: and how he reſtores the 
. » Caliph to fight—and how May-flower is 
ill, and how: Fiddleſtick does: not know 


leer when "he! ſees her; and how May- 
| flower wiſhes Fiddleſtick not to fee her, 


beeauſe ſhe is afraid he will not know her, 
and yet is angry with Fiddleſtick when 
he ſees her, and does not know her. 


O the WOO of F iddle eſtick, the 


| council was immediately aſſembled, and 
the 


ad -” KK 
* 
— — — — — 


A. 


#7 
the Caliph who had never ſeen very clear 
into affairs, was now ſtill leſs than ever in 
a condition to direct them. SING 
Bur he was deſirous of embeaeing b him 
whom he could not ſee, and ſtill more 
anxious to confer on him all the honours 
and rewards which were due to ſo much 
merit. Some propoſed a title, others a 
ſtatue: a title Fiddleſtich refuſed becauſe 
it was ſo common, and a ſtatue becauſe 
he did not think himſelf worthy of it; and 
modeſtly declined all recompence until his 
ſervices had produced their effect, and 
until, by delivering May lower, the Lu- 
minous Hat, and Sonora into the hands of 
Serena, he ſhould return with the much 
deſired remedy. | 1754 
Tus: Cahph humbly begged- pardon ; 
and it was propoſed and carried in the 
council, that Fiddleftick ſhould ſet off the 
3 5 next 
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next t morning with May- flower, the Lumi. 
nous Hat, and Sonora; and chat May. 
flower ſhould be lodged that night in the 

houſe of the Prime Miniſter's widow, a 
the moſt honourable abode next to the Pa- 
. lace: For,“ ſaid the Caliph turning to 
Fiddleftick, you may ſee by my example 
« the danger of being near” Brilliant,” 
Fiddleſtick himſelf conducted his charming 
miſtreſs, the widow received her with 
complacency, but the negreſs ſerved her 
with ſuch attention and addreſs, chat Mc. 
| flower was quite captivated. - Fiddleftic 
then left her to make the neceſſary. pre- 
parations for their departure but would 
not go to the palace for fear of exciting 

her former alarms. 45 

"AFTER quickly diſpaching his buſi- 
oth he returned to May-flower, and found 
her conſidering the portrait of Brilliant, 
. with 


ba 


— 


- 
1 
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with a mixed ſenſation of admiration 1 
uneaſineſs. He ſaid all that was neceſſary 
to quiet her apprehenſions, and ſucceeded 


by promiſing chat he would depart with- 
out ſeeing the original. 


MzAanNwWHILE the 3 diſcovered 
their mutual inclinations. for each other, 
and ſtraightway acquainted the widow, 


No the widow had been revolving in her 


mind, whether ſhe ſhould honour her for- 
mer Squire with her band ; in the ſtruggle 
between love and pride, love at length 
obtained the victory; and as no one ever 
wants excuſes for what they wiſh to do, 
ſhe announced her intentions to the ne- 
greſs, adding that notwithſtanding the in- 


equality of their conditions, yet, that even 
a Prime Miniſter's widow might with- 
out ſhame eſpouſe her Squire, who had 
n ſuch glarious actions. | 
F 1 Ir 
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„ 1 were to endeavour to relate the 


rage and fury of the widow, when inform. 
ed by her confidante, that ſhe had thrown 
away her heart upon a perſon who was 
inſenſible to the high honour, and who 
had placed his affections on the daughter 
of Serena, I might as well attempt to de- 
ſcribe a ſtorm, or paint a whirlwind. 
For of all widows, ſhe was the moſt furi- 
ous, and of all blacks, her confidante was 
the moſt” black. And it ſoon appeared 
into what hands the IT M 10 ower 

had fallen. 206 ; 2191467 gilt Dam. 
Suk was ſeized during the whole heh 
with the moſt excruciating pains, which 
human nature ever endured; and in the 
morning 'Fiddleftick found'her in convul- 
ſions, and ſeemin inge pu all i of re- 

covery. 

He — no more of his intended 
jour- 


„ 
journey no more of the good of the 
ſtate; he reſigned himſelf to the exceſs of 
his deſpair, and to the final reſolution of 
ſtaying and dying with May-Hower. 

Tux widow reoiced at the deſpair of 
the lover and agonies of her rival; but 
the cabinet council were greatly alarmed 
at the.” reſolution which Fiddleſtick had 
taken not to depart; and the negreſs at 
length, who had occaſioned the diſorder, 
thought proper to remove it, that Fiddle- 
 fack might go.  May-flower was relieved 
from the pains as ſuddenly as ſhe had been 
ſeized: but ſuch an extreme weakneſs re- 
mained, that finding it impoſſible to ac- 
company her lover, ſhe.entreated him not 
to reſiſt the importunities of the Caliph 

and of the whole Court, and to depart a- 
lone. He obeyed with regret, deter- 
mined to make his abſence as ſhort as poſ- 

* ſible ; 


—— — ę— es = 
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ſible; and aſter recommending her not to 


look at Brilliant till he returned, took a 


tender leave, mounted Sonora, and taking 
with him the Luminous Hat, {ek off for 
—_— dwelling of Serena. 1 


O bis departure May-flower expeRted 


to recover her former looks, but in vain: 
ſor ſhe fell into a gradual decline, from 


which nothing could reſtore her. The 
incarnation in her cheeks gave place to a 


deadly paleneſs, and was ſucceeded by 


n green and yellow melancholy, which bike 
% worm in the bud fed on ker damaſk 


e cheek,”* or in the language of plain 
* ſhe was nothing but ſkin and bones. 


'»DvuriNG theſe events Brilliant no long⸗ 


er made her appearance; for no one 


could look at her vithout holding the 
parrot, and her Royal Highneſs was ſo 
; r }; 2 * " 8 fr 01 taken 
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taken with the bird, that ſhe would not 

part with it out of her hands. 
Rzroxr ſaid much of its beauty, bu 


little of its underſtanding: it ſpoke ſel- 
dom, and what it ſaid was entirely without 


meaning; but its actions were graceful, 


and its manner engaging. 


Fiddleftick impatient to reviſit his uit. | 


treſs, made ſuch expedition that he re- 


turned before it was thought poſſible that 
he could have got half way; and amidſt 


the acclamations of the people went di- 


rectly to the apartments of the Princeſs, 


with the remedy for the n of her 
beautiful eyes. | 

Hz carried in his hand «phial waht of 
a ſingle diamond, containing a tranſpa- 
rent liquor of ſuch ſplendour, that the 
eyes of Brilliant herſelf were dazzled, and 
cloſed of themſelves. 


Fiddle 
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Fiddleſtick took that opportunity of 
moiſtening her temples and eyelids ;/ hay- 
ing ordered the doors to be thrown open, 
the people entered in crouds, and were 

witneſſes to the immediate effect of the li- 
quor: her eyes were no leſs brilliant than 
before, but ſo little dangerous, that an 
infant of a year old could ogle her during 
a whole day without danger. 
Fiddleſtick having reſpectfully kiſſed the 
train of her robe, retired from her pre- 
ſence; and although the firſt emotions of 
his heart would have carried him to the 
charming May-flower, yet the report of 


the miracle he had juſt performed was ſo 
quickly diffuſed, that he was hurried 
— into the preſence of the 
Caliph. Be g i 0:15 
THAT aha Prince was almoſt tranſ- 
ported with j joy, when he heard, that the 
eyes 
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eyes of his daughter, though as bright as 
ever, were no longer dangerous to behold; 
and when Fiddleſtick had reſtored him to 
his ſight, he did not appear ſo much de- 
lighted with ſeeing the light of the ſun, as 
grateful to him, who had been the means 
of opening his eyes. He flung himſelf 
upon his knees, endeavoured to kiſs his 
feet, and after expreſſing many tranſports 
which: correſponded leſs with his dignity 
than his gratitude, he expreſſed a reſolu- 
tion of leading him to his daughter, that 
ſhe might chuſe him for her huſband ; ad- 
ding that the marriage ſhould inſtantly 


take place, and proteſted. to his council, 
that he ſhould never be completely happy, 
till he ſaw his palace full of little Fiddle- 
flicks. 
Tux members of the council were upon 
the point of repeating little Fiddleſticks, 
_ 
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as NE had before * Fiddleſtict, 
but fortunately in time recolletted the let. 
ders patent which declared all thoſe, who, 
repeated that word, guilty of bigh tre. 

ſon; and were ſilent. 

Wirz the Caliph was going to his 
daughter, Fiddleftick. could not diſpenſe 
with reſtoring the fight of all thoſe who 
bad been ſtruck blind by the eyes of Bril- 
liant. Their number was great, but as 
_ the remedy was expeditious, he ſoon 
cured them. Every cure was accompa- 
nied with ſhouts and acclamations; but 
amidſt this general Joy, 09 7 Was 

alone unhappy. 0 ' © 
Tux widow had already FER) 
to her the arrival of Fiddleſtick ; and that 
news, which at any other time would have 
| filled her with joy, had now overwhelmed 
her with deſpair. She fell upon her knees 
before 


(16 3 

before the widow and her confidante, and 
entreated them not to let her dear Fiddle- 
flick ſee her, in der preſent deplorable 
ſtate. They aſſented to her requeſt, but 
told her at the ſame time, that ſhe could 
not diſpenſe with receiving a viſit from 


the Caliph, who, as ſoon as he had re- 


ceived his ſight, would be curious to ſee 
a perfon who was reported to be as hand- 
ſome as Brilliant. Without loſs of time 
they immediately began drefling her, load- 
ed her with gaudy ornaments, covered 
her emaciated cheeks with an enormous 
quantity of rouge, for the purpoſe of ren. 
dering her figure more ridiculous and 
horrible 3 and then 4 her moon a 
couch of ſtate. | | 
SHE Was ſcarcely ſeated, before they 

heard her lover _— up * and aſ- 

| ſuring 


6 

"ROI her it was the Giggs they ervch 

quitted the room. ir 85 
May-flower TE made an effort to ſit 
up that ſhe might receive the Caliph with 
due reſpect, was ſeized with horror on 
ſeeing Fiddleſtick, inſtead. of the Caliph, 
enter the apartment; and uttering a dil. 
mal ſhriek, threw herſelf back and recli- 
ned her head upon the edge of the couch. 
Although no leſs ſurpriſed at this ſudden 
motion, than at the ſtrangeneſs of the fi- 
gure, he approached her, and when ſhe 
had a little recovered herſelf he aſked her 
vhere May or er was . On this queſtion 
her ſpirits failed her, and inſtead of re- 
turning any anſwer, ſhe covered her face 

with her hands, and burſt into tears. 
Fiddleſtict not comprehending her fi- 
gure, or giving himſelf any more trouble 
to inquire about her grief, retired to look 
for 
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for May-flower ; and though the widow 
and the negreſs ſhaking their ſides with 
laughter, told him repeatedly, that he juſt 
came from her, he was diſguſted with their 
mirth which was ſo miſplaced, and abrupt- 
ly quitting them, returned to the palace, 
where he found another kind of ſcene. 


b [#8] 


cuan v. 


— How | Brilliant lh difratled on dofing her 
| -  Parrat;; and Bom May-flower dien a 
. how her body is placed upon the Funeral 
PDile : aud how Fiddleſtick is incon/ole- 

ble ; and how Serena appears mounted 
on Sonora and how ſhe reproaches his 

cruelty to May-flower—and how Fid- 
dleſtick does not under/ſiand what ſit 

| means—and how Serena comforts Bril- 

liant by reſtoring her Parrot, and hou 
Brilliant offers her hand and the kingdon 

of Caſhmeer to F iddleſtick, —and how 
Fiddleſtick refuſes them both, out of af- 
Faedlion to the memory of May-flower- 
and how Fiddleſtick is rewarded for hus 


fidelity ; and how Old Mother Long 
Tooth is puniſhed ; and how the beauii- WF 


Cu] 

ful Parrot turns out io be Prince Phar> 
nix the brother of Fiddleſtiek, and the 
lover of Brilliant, 


F IDDLESTICK found the Princeſs | 
Brilliant extended on the ground, and 
tearing her hair in an agony of grief for 
the loſs of her beautiful parrot, which bad 
made his eſcape while Fiddleft:ck had been 
employed in moiſtening her temples and 
eyelids. | The Caliph and the courtiers 
were getting upon ladders, and ſeeking 
for the bird on the ſhelves, and on the | 
teſters of the beds, and wherever they 
thought it polbble for the bird to be con- 
deals. 

Fiddlepick who did not dees what 
they were looking for, inquired of every 
one, where May ower was, and every 
one inquired of him where was the Prin- 

| ceſs's 
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ceſs's parrot? He thought them all gone 
mad, and was fearful of being mad him. 
ſelf. As ſoon as the Caliph perceived 
him, he ran to him, and thinking that he 
could do every thing, conjured him to 
appeaſe the deſpair of Wand "7 rel. 
Us her parrot. deen 

Fiddleftick ſurpriſed at the uneaſineſs of 
the Caliph, and the obſtinacy of the Prin- 
ceſs, and not conceiving that any one 


8 could feel any other anxiety than that 
ich he felt, inſtead of paying any atten- 
tion to the requeſt of the Caliph, he ſaid 
that he had obtained the remedy from Se- 
rena, under the condition that May-flower 
Vas ſecure; that he muſt therefore firſ 

ſee May-flower again, and then he would 
endeavour: to find the parrot. Brilliant 
heard theſe comfortable words, and be- 


* them, as being uttered by a man 
3 | who 
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who never boaſted of any thing, which he 
was not capable of performing. She im- 


mediately recovered her ſerenity, and 


thoſe attractions, which exceſſive grief 
had diminiſhed ; ſhe began to recolle& 
what Fiddleſtick had performed for her 
ſake, and what he had juſt promiſed her. 
After a ſhort reverie, the recollection of 


her former attachment, and her promiſe 


of eſpouſing him recurring to her mind, 


ſhe 'was overcome with gratitude ; and 


throwing herſelf upon her knees, ſhe en- 


treated her father's permiſſion to acquit 


herſelf of ſo many obligations, by giving 
her hand to a man who had nes his life 
for her ſervice. 

Ox hearing theſe words, the —_ fell 
into ſuch tranſports of joy as aſtomiſhed 


all who were preſent; and after almoſt 
ſtifling his daughter with kiſſes, he ſwore 
'G | that 
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that ſhe would have given him leſs plea. 
fure by chuſing a huſband, who could 
have added to his dominions fifteen pro- 
vinces like the kingdom of Caſhmeer, 


Then turning to embrace his future ſon- 
in-law, he was ſurpriſed to find him gone, 
without faying © with your leave, or by 
« your leave In fact Fiddleftick no 
ſooner began to fuſpe in what manner al 
the fine reflections of Brilliant were likely 
to end, than without expedting the conclu- 
ion of her ſpeech, he departed, and re- 
turned to the houſe of the widow. There 

he had left his dear May-flower when he 
was going to Serena, and there he was de- 


_ termined to find her, or to know what was 
become of her. He found her indeed, but 
alas in what a fituation + He found her 
fainting away and holding in her hand the 

tablets on whichhe had written thoſe verſes 
OP which 


e 


e 
which he had compoſed in praiſe of her 
beauty during their eſcape from Old Mo- 
ther Long Tooth. The recollection of all 
he fine things which he then ſaid to her, 
and of his former ſentiments in her favour, 
and the compariſon of her former beauty 
vith her preſent ſhocking figure, filled ber 
with tranſports of ſorrow. She had written 
on the tablets ; © He inquired of me where 
© May-flower was: How dreadfully then 
© muſt the unhappy Mayflower be chang- 
ed! But alas, if he had ever loved me, 
« would his heart have not known me. 
He knew me too well: I inſpired him 
„with horror, and I ſhall never ſee him 
« again.” She then added the laſt adieu: 
called upon death to relieve her from her 
preſent, miſery, and believing herſelf ex- 
piring, ſaid ſo many ſoft and tender things, 
as proved her extreme love for her dear 
Fiddleſtick. 


Gs: . 
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He immediately recollected his tablets, 
but it was not till after he had read what 
ſhe had written, that he recogniſed her, 
His blood froze In his veins at- the ſight; 
he Examined her from head to foot with- 
out finding the ſmalleſt traces of his be- 
loved May-flower in the dreadful figure; 
he thought her dead, and indeed whoever 
had ſeen her muſt have concluded that 
ſhe had been dead above fifteen days. 
His aſtoniſhment gave way to his ten- 
derneſs and compaſſion, and with a mixed 
tranſport of deſpair and affection, he 
ſeized her cold and emaciated hand, im- 
printed it with kiſſes and bedewed it in 
tears. | 
Tusk ations recalled her breath, 
which was on the wing to eſcape. She 
opened her eyes, and ſaw at her feet the 


man in the world whom ſhe moſt wiſhed 
| and 
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and moſt dreaded to ſee, who alone could 
make her regret life, or deſire death. 

1 WHarT they ſaid to each other, would 
have ſoothed the moſt ſavage breaſt ;- he 
proteſted from the bottom of his heart, 
that he did not love her leſs than in the 
time of her former beauty ; that if her 
beauty had been the firſt cauſe of his at- 
tachment, her underſtanding, her diſtreſs 
and enchanting manners had made a ſtill 
more lively and durable impreſſion on his 
heart; ſuch as could only be eee by 


death alone. 
May-flower wept tears of 0 


and joy, ſqueezed his hand for the firſt 


time in her life, becauſe ſhe thought it 
vould be the laſt: and aſſured him that 
after ſo many ſincere marks of ſo rare a 
conſtancy, ſhe ſhould die contented. 


Tus tender interview was interrupted 
G3 by. +. 


11 

by the widow who had juſt come from 
court, and been witneſs to the reſolution 
Which Brilliant had taken to give her 
hand to Fiddleſtict, and to the tranſports 
of the Caliph in proclaiming the intended 
marriage. On ſeeing Fiddleſtick at the 
feet of a creature who ſhe imagined muſt 
have inſpired him with horror, all her 
Jealouſy revived; and ſhe, willing to in. 
creaſe the miſery of her dying moments, 

haſtened to wiſh him joy of his intended 
marriage with Brilliant. She had ſcarce- 
ly excited the attention of Fiddleftick, be- 
fore the Princeſs, accompanied by the 
Caliph and the whole court, arrived. She 
teſtified the greateſt ſurpriſe on ſeeing 
Fiddleftick on his knees before ſo dreadful 
a figure ; but what was the aſtoniſhment of 
May flower at the fight of a beauty which 
ſurpaſſed the moſt exaggerated reports! 
15 her 
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her ſtrength of mind and body ſeemed to 


abandon her at the ſame moment: ſhe 
fixed her eyes ſor ſome time on the Prin- 
ceſs; and then turning them tenderly on 
her lover, cloſed them for ever. 

Fiddleſtick gave a ſudden ſcream which 
made the whole aſſembly ſhudder, and even 
affected the Princeſs herſelf. The Caliph 
perceiving her emotion, endeavoured to 
comfort her. © Be not diſcouraged” he 
ſaid to her, © at that ſcream of horror 3 
* that corps, which he ſo much regrets, 
* is doubtleſs ſome old relation whom he 
te thus laments out of reſpe& to her me- 
* mory.” Then turning to him, he ſaid, 
“Come Fiddleſtick, get up and dry your 
« tears, it is ridiculous to play the woman 
e for a mummy, when you have now the 
Koffer of the hand of Brilliant n the 
« kingdom of Caſhmeer. 
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© -InsTEAD of attending to this harangue, 


and anſwering it with the reſpe& due to 
Majeſty, Fiddleſtick remained abſorbed in 
3 grief 


«« But who can paint the lover as he ſtood, 
« Struck by ſevere amazement, hating life, 
« Speechleſs and fix'd in all the death of woe!“ 


In this tate of affairs the negreſs en- 
tered the apartment; ſeemed to lament 
the death of May-flower, pitied the deſpair 
of Fiddleſtick, and adviſed the Caliph to 

= order the body to be inſtantly removed 

and burnt, if he was deſirous of bringing 
F1ddleftick to reaſon. 

. In vain Fiddleſtick uttered the moſt 

violent ſcreams, and oppoſed the removal 

of the body. They forced him from the 

remains of his adored May-flower, whom 

: he ſtill loved more than his life ; raiſed a 

| funeral 
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ſuneral pile in the court yard of the * 
and placed her body upon it. 

Arrzx ſome funeral ceremonies, the 
Caliph deſirous of honouring the remains 
of a perſon whom his future ſon-in-law 
ſeemed ſo deeply. to regret, diſtributed 
flambeaus compoſed of the moſt precious 
zums to his daughter, the members of the 
cabinet council, and the officers of his 


houſhold; then lifting a flambeau over 


his head be cried out Would to Hea- 


« yen that my dear Feddleſtick. was witneſs 


© to the honourable manner in which I 


* am going to burn the body of her whom 


© he ſo much regrets;” at the conclu- 


ſion of theſe words, he was preparing to 
ſet fire to the four corners of the pile, 
when ſuddenly the air re-echoed with a 


| delightfut melody, and the powerful Sere- 
na appeared riding on Sonora. 


G5 Hen 
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Hex preſence affected thoſe who were 
aſſembled with different ſenſations. The 
| Caliph checked his impatience to ſet fire 
to the pile; the courtiers were ſtruck with 


awe; and Brilliant uttered repeated cries 
of joy at ſeeing her parrot perched'on the 
hand of the Fairy. The widow was ſo 
troubled, that ſhe would have changed 
colour if her face had been natural; | 
and her confidante the negreſs in- vain 
7 attempted to eſcape. 
EITTTT deſcending from RR ad- 
vanced to the funeral pile, holding in her 
right hand the wand of truth, which was 
made of poliſhed gold, and ſhone with fo 
* brightluftre that it dazzled the fight. Af- 
fecting to be ignorant of what had paſſed, 


* | ſhe enquired of the Caliph what was the 


purpoſe of the funeral pile; © It is“ he 
ſaid, intended to burn the corpſe of a 


s certain 
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« certain * * And what bas 
« that May- flower done, returned the 
Fairy with a ſevere tone of. voice, © that 
« you are going to burn her alive.” 
WulrE the whole aſſembly were filled 

with horror or joy at theſe words, the 
Caliph humbly begged pardon for having 
forgotten that May-flower was her daugh- 
ter, but maintained that ſhe was dead, and 
as a proof of what he advanced, aſſerted 
that he was on the point of burning her. 
Serena without condeſcending to return 
any anſwer, commanded the body to, be 
taken down from the funeral pile, and to 
be placed on a couch in the palace; and 
then turning to the Caliph; © You ſhall 
© now fee,” ſhe ſaid, © that ſhe is not 

dead, there are ſome here who n 
* that too well. 65 x 


Ox ſaying theſe W 4 Serena couched 
| G 6 the 
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the forchead of the deceaſed with the ex. 
tremity of her wand, and in an inſtant 
May-flower revived and opened her eyes; 
with all the aſtoniſhment of a perſon who 
ſtarts from a long ſteep in an unknown 
place. 

SERENA appeared alarmed at her ſhock. 
ing figure; and ſent for Fiddleſtick, who 
immediately obeyed her fummons. On his 
appearance the beautiful parrot ſcreamed 


and clapped his wings; Fiddleſtick recog- 


nized it to be the-ſame he had ſeen on his 
Journey to Old Mother Long Tooth's; 
but abſorbed as he was in grief, he did 
not pay much attention to either the bird, 
or to any thing that was paſſing. 

AT the ſame moment Serena with a 


Jock of indignation cried out, © Perfidi- 


« ous wretch, how dare you appear in my 


4B fight ! You who at the riſk of your life, 
| _ <q an- 
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« anſwered for that of my deareſt May- 
« flower. You who not only ſuffered her 
« to imbibe that fatal poiſon which has 
rendered her ſuch a ſhocking ſpectacle, 
« but now cowardly abandon her to her 


« pityleſs enemies, and to the flames, which 
«were ready to devour her remains ; 
and you abandon her in fo barbarous a 
* manner, for the ſake of ſignalizing your 
* treachery in the fight of the Princeſs, 
« for whom you have betrayed her.“ 
Fiddleſtick was no more affected with 
this long train of reproaches, than if they 
had been addreſſed to another perſon: 
he was refleQting on the death of his be- 
loved May- flower; and in his imagination 
was wandering in purſuit of her ſhade. 
But Serena ſtill proving him only to make | 
his triumph ſtill greater, ſaid to him, ©.Go 
« and 
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« and receive 6 the recompence which the 
% Fates have reſerved for you, notwith. 
« ſtanding your black infidelity : a recom- 
s pence which your courage and firmneſs 
« deſerve, for having accompliſhed as 
_ * raſh and difficult an enterpriſe, as ever 
vas undertaken by man; and you Prin. 
cc ceſs,” ſhe added turning to Brilliant, 
do you chuſe, or rather take your huſ- 
band. Fiddleſtick was not indifferent 
*« to you before he had braved ſuch dan- 
gers in your ſervice. I command you 
then, in the name of the Deſtinies to 
te chuſe your huſband,” 
BRILLIANT looked ſeversl times at 
the beautiful parrot, Fiddleſticl, and May- 


flower one after the other, and after a fev 
moments reflection; © Let him chuſe” 
ſhe ſaid, © between 0 and Bril- 
& liant.”” | 


Fiddle 
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Fiddleftick trembled at theſe words, and 
as if he had recovered from a dream, ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to Brilliant: Fair Prin- 
« ceſs, I am not worthy of the honour to 
« which I do not aſpire, and of which I 
have not even thought, ſince I firſt ſaw 
« the unfortunate M ay-fHlower. She is no 
* more, and my heart reproaches me e- 
4 very moment that I ſurvive her. 1 


« lived only for her, and the only choice 


© now left me is to follow.” — And if 
« ſhe ſtill lived,” interrupted Serena. 
Theſe few words brought back his recol- 
lection; a dawn of hope preſented itſelf 
to his imagination; he knew the power 
of Serena, and throwing himſelf at her 
feet, exclaimed : © If ſhe lived, O let her 
« live! and if my life alone is required 
* to purchaſe her's, let Fiddleftick die; 
© and let May-flower revive.” 

55 . Wirn 


— 
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Wirz the beſt underſtanding in the 


* 


world, it is a hundred to one, that a man 
who is paſſionately in love, does not knoy 
what he, does; and in the ſituation in 
which he ſtood, it was very pardonable 
to be a little out of his mind, and to be 
ſo filly that he would have remained to 
the end of the world at the feet of Se- 
rena, expetting the revival of his miſtreſs, 
who was not dead. Meanwhile the tender 
 May-flower loſt not a word of his con- 


verſation, and almoſt died a ſecond time 
from joy and gratitude. 

' SERENA, NOW thinking it time to give 
ſome relief to the affliction of ſo tender 
a lover, raiſed him from the ground 
on which he was kneeling like a con- 

demned criminal demanding a reprieve, 


and laying aſide her feigned ſeverity, 
« Come,” 
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Come,“ ſhe ſaid, © receive your May- 


« flower ; and if your conſtancy is proof 
« againſt her horrible figure, hve for her, 
« as ſhe will live for you.“ 

Fiddleftick in the. firſt tranſports of joy 
at the fight of his miſtreſs alive, ſaid and 
did a thouſand fooliſh things, which would 
appear highly ridiculous to thoſe who 
have never been in love. He finally 
concluded all his fine ſpeeches by taking 


Heaven and Earth to witneſs, that he 


would have no other wife but May-flower. 
In return, ſhe combated this reſolution 


by the moſt exalted ſentiments of genero- 
ſity ; ſhe proteſted, that ſhe felt too much 
affection and gratitude for him, to permit 
him to make ſo bad a choice; that ſhe 
would never conſent to his loſing the moſt 


beautiful Princeſs in the wortd, with the 
moſt 
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moſt ſplendid fortune in favour of her; 


even if her weak attractions were the ſame 
as before her illneſs; but horribly ugly 
as ſhe was, ſhe would prefer a thouſand 
deaths rather than conſent to eſpouſe him, 

Taz divine Brilliant and the Caliph 
her father, acted rather indifferent parts 
during this generous conteſt ; the Caliph 
| whom it did not eſcape, ſaid to Serena, 
« In truth this ſcene would be extremely 
« fine on all ſides, if my daughter were 
© not a party concerned. But is it proper, 
that handſome and tall as ſhe is, ſhe | 
« ſhould have no huſband? or do you 
* think it right, that ſhe ſhould amuſe 
« herſelf during her life with that bird, 
© which you have juſt reſtored to her? a 
cc parrot 1s truely a fine reſource for a 
« young Princeſs.” 


Tux good . was in a humour to 
| con- 


c 
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continue his harangue, when Serena re- 
queſted the particular attention of the 
Caliph, the cabinet council and the court. 
The awfulneſs of her mein infuſed a re- 
ſpeaful ſilence into the whole aſſembly; 
and the negreſs was ſeen to tremble from 
head to foot. 

SzxtNA then took the parrot from 
the Princeſs, and placing it upon the 
ground, touched the top of its head with 
her wand, and traced a circle around it ; 
a thick vapour inſtantly aroſe and enve- 
loped the bird. She next traced a circle 
around the couch on which May-flower 
was extended, and touching her forehead 
a ſimilar vapour aroſe, and May-flower 
became inviſible. | | 

Wurz the ſpeQators were attentive 
to theſe things, Sonora cantercd around, 


and enchanted the whole aſſembly with 
the 
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the harmonious melody of her bells. Ay 
long as ſhe continued cantering, the ya. 


pour enveloped May-flower and the par- 
rot. At length Serena ſtriking the ground 
three times with her golden wand, Sonora 
ſtopped, the vapour diſappeared, and in- 
ſtead of the parrot was diſcovered the 
handſomeſt man that ever was ſeen. 
Fiddleſtick immediately recognized his 


brother Phoenix, and ſhrieked with aſton- 


iſhment; but while his brother was prepar- 
ing to ruſh into his arms, he turned round, 
and obſerved May-flower a thouſand times 
more charming than when he firſt ſaw her 
on the banks of the rivulet, or when he 
contemplated her beauty while ſhe lay 
aſleep. | 1 

Tux people teſtified their aſtoniſhment 
by repeated and confuſed acclamations, 


the courtiers by exaggerated expreſſions, 
and 


1 
and the Caliph by tears of joy. Brilliant 
conſidered with attention the metamor- 
phoſis which did not ſeem to diſpleaſe 
her, and Phoenix fixed his eyes upon 
her's. 

Bur the enraptured Fiddleſtick was 
about to give a looſe to his tranſports, at 
the feet of May-flower, if Serena had not 
topped him at the moment he was going 
to throw himſelf on the ground. Taking 
him by the hand, ſhe placed him near his 
brother, oppoſite 'to Brilliant, and ad- 
dreſſed herſelf to the Princeſs. 

« CoNxs iD ER well theſe two brothers, 
reflect on the ſervices of the one, and 
© the beauty of the other; but particu. 
«larly conſult your own heart for the 
* deciſion, which your deſtiny renders 


« irrevocable ; whichſoever of theſe two 
Princes you chuſe for your huſband, 
6 you 


ras) a 


e you can neither make a choice un. 
« worthy of you, nor can he whom you 
« chuſe refuſe to be yours.” Fiddleftick 
whom the preſence of Phoenix encou- 
raged, could not help ſhuddering at the 
idea, leſt ſome evil genius ſhould tempt 
her to name him. But as there was no 
compariſon between his figure and that 
of Phoenix, Brilliant did not heſitate 
moment, and gave her hand to the moſt 
beautiful of the two; and Serena imme- 
diately joined thoſe of AR and 

Fiddleftick. 
Tux Caliph, no leſs contented than 
the lovers, iſſued orders to fire the whole 
_ artillery of the place, to prepare firc- 
works at the corner of every ftreet, in 
every ſquare, and on the banks of the 


river, to throw money among the peo- 
ple, 
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ple, and to ſupply the fountains with wine 
inſtead of water. 

Sucu was the public joy in the midſt 
of the general ſatisfaction, that the Miniſ- 
ter's widow and the negreſs had been 
forgotten; Serena proclaimed, that as 
virtue had hitherto been rewarded, vice 
muſt now be puniſhed; and ſhe accord- 
ingly touched their foreheads with the 
wand of truth. All the metamorphoſis 
which the widow experienced was the loſs 
of four inches of paint which fell from 
her face and neck: ſhe now appeared a 
wrinkled old woman, rendered till more 
ridiculous by the youthfulneſs of her 
dreſs, which ſuffered no alteration; as 
to the negreſs, her figure totally diſap- 
peared, and gave place to that of Old 
Mother Long Tooth, who animated by 
love and vengeance, had concealed her- 

ſelf 


E 
ſelf under that diſguiſe. May-flower al. 
ready began to tremble, but Serena ſoon 


put an end to her alarms, by ſaying to 
the Caliph, Sire, the fate of theſe 
« wretches is now in your power ; do 
you pronounce their ſentence. “ Wel 
. < then,” returned the Caliph, © ſince it is 
“ fo, I will not make them wait : call my 
« Attorney-General ; place the Sorcereſs 
on the funeral pile, ſet it on fire, and 
carry the widow to the mad-houſe.” 
In vain the compaſſionate May-flower 
interceded for mercy ; Fiddleſtick who re- 
collected the cruelties which had been in- 
flicted on May-flower, and who till felt 
the box on the ear which his charmer 
had received from her pitileſs hands, con- 
firmed the ſentence iſſued by the Caliph 
againſt Old Mother Long Tooth; and no 
one thought that the puniſhment inflicted 


on the widow was too ſevere. 
WHILE 
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WHILE the ſentence was carrying into 

execution, the illuſtrious troop repaired 
to the palace. . 
Tux two brothers were happy in meet- 
ing after ſo. long an abſence, and till 
more happy in being paſſionately in love 
and both favourably received by two ſuch 
beautiful women ; both charming, yet in 
different ways. The beauty of Brilliant was 
more aſtoniſhing, but that of May-flower 
more captivating ; the one dazzled, the 
other inſinuated itſelf into the bottom of 
the heart, and poſſeſſed a thouſand name- 
leſs graces which are better felt than deſ@ 
cribed. f 

Arrzx the firſt hurry of meeting was 
paſt, Fiddleſtick. expreſſed an inclination 
to hear the adyentures of a brother whom 


he tenderly loved; obtained the Caliph's 
permiſſion, and Phœnix thus began. 
8 2 CHAP. 


HISTORY or PHCENTY. 


How Phoenix is the brother of Fiddleſtick; 
and how he is tht handſomeſt man in thr 
 world—and how he goes about ſecking his 
fortune—and how he falls into the clut- 
ches of Old Mother Long Tooth—and 
bow ſhe offers kim her hand or death 
and how he is embarraſſed which i 
chooſe—and how he is relieved from his 
WD embarraſſment by being changed into « 
Parrot and hom he ſees Fiddleſtick and 
tries to ſpeak with him ; and how he can 
ſay nothing but Fiddleſtick—and how he 
is brought to the Court of Caſhmeer—and 
how he falls in love with Brilliant—and 

how 
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how Brilliant falls in love with kim 
and how happy he is that he is no longer 
4 Parrot. 


2 Wurx Prince Chaffinch and 1 
« ſeparated in ſearch of adventures,” — 
„And pray,” ſaid the Caliph, ho is 
Prince Chaftnch?”* © I, Sire,“ replied 
Fiddleſtick: © and it was without knowing 
* why, that I quitted that name, to aſſume 
ce that which I now bear, and which I am 
« determined to bear all my life, becauſe 
e under that name I was firſt known to 
* May-flower.” He then related his ad- 
ventures, until that ſeparation which his 
brother had juſt mentioned, and Phoenix 
then purſued his diſcourſe. | 
We agreed, as he has juſt informed 
you, that he who ſhould not ſucceed in 
* finding an cftabliſhment ſhould, if for- 
r * tune 
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„tune favoured the other, return and 
take poſſeſſion of our little principality, 
« As to myſelf I renounced from that 
« moment, all thoughts of returning: 
proud of thoſe advantages which 1 

* ſeemed to poſleſs, I thought of nothing 
te but diſplaying my perſon, and making 
* conqueſts; ; and I determined to viſit 
« Circaſſia, a country long renowned for 
*« beautiful women. 

“ Circaſſia was governed by the widow 
« of the laſt king, by whom ſhe had four 
“ daughters, the eldeſt. of whom was to 
* reign, when ſhe had attained * age of 
« twenty one. 

„Os this circumſtance I founded the 
© hopes of my eſtabliſhment, but fortune 
© reſerved for me a more precious bleſſ- 
ing; for on my arrival, I learned that 
« the Royal F N had been depoſed by 
4 a ſud- 
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« a ſudden revolution; that a neighbour- 
«ing Prince had excited the people to 
« revolt, under the pretence of ſome ill 
founded claims, and had ſeated himſelf on 
* the throne, and that the Queen and her 
e four daughters had eſcaped with diffi- 
c culty. Unwilling to remain in ſo perfi- 
« dious a nation, I traverſed the king- 
dom in haſte, and was arreſted by order 
* of the tyrant, who was ſuſpicious of all 
9 ſtrangers. 

„BEING conducted into his Wicke 
I concealed neither my name or rank, 
and met with a reception very different 
« from what I expected. I know not 
* what influenced in my favour, a Prince, 
* who was by no means remarkable for 
* his generoſity or courteſy ;| but after 
* having detained me in his Court, and 
“loaded me with honours, he offered me 
- Hg «in 
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jn marriage his only daughter, a Princeſs 
“ whoſe perſon and manners were as dif. 
* ouſting, as her father's title to the crown 
as unjuſt; I conſidered. with horror 
* an alliance with an uſurper, and rejetted 
the offer with contempt. 

* Ox quitting Circaſſia, chance con- 


0 ducted me to an old caſtle, magnificent 


indeed, but as I thought, uninhabited, 
* for it was a long time before I ſaw a 
e ſingle perſon, and when I at laſt met 
* with ſome inhabitants of this melan- 
* choly abode, they all ſeemed to avoid 
* each other with extreme caution, and 
* did not utter a ſingle word. 
* SyryRtstD at this barbarous cuſtom, 
« I traverſed ſeveral galleries in hopes of 
te finding ſome one of whom I might en- 
* quire, and came to an apartment neatly 
07 0. 
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« furniſhed, containing a table with cards 


and counters, and ſeveral chairs placed 
« around it. 


« A xzw moments afterwards entered 
four magpies, followed by ſtarlings, 
« which ſupported their trains; and ac- : 
« companied by a rook of a ſerious and 
decent deportment. 

„ Tnk magpies after bowing to, and 
e ſaluting, each other, with great ap- 
« pearance of civility, ſat down to cards; 
« the rook began knotting, and the ftar- 
„lings ſnuffed the candles. May-flower 
and Fiddleflick, who- had never ceafed 
looking at each other, ſince the begin- 
ning of the diſcourſe, jogged each other 
on the mention of the magpies ; Brilhant, | 
who had never taken her eyes from Phce- 
nix, ſeemed to doubt if he: ſpoke ſeri- 
ouſly ; Serena ſmiled at an adventure, 

H 4 which 


\ 
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which was not unknown to her; but the 
Caliph holding both his ſides with laugh- 
ter, exclaimed: “ Oh my good ſon-in- 
law; you aſſume the privilege of a tra- 
* yeller; I vill give you credit for the 
« magpies, whoſe trains are ſupported by 
1 ſtarlings, and who bow to each other; 
« ſuch things may be, but a truce with 
« your magpies who play at cards, and 
« your ſtarlings who ſnuff candles.“ 

Pxex1x ſolemnly confirmed the truth 
of the adventure, and continued his re- 
lation: © I ſtood for a long time obſerv- 


e ing a game, which probably none but 


e magpies ever played, for as to myſelf 
«] might have continued overlooking 
« them till this moment without compre- 
* hending a tittle. At length a little 
* ſprightly magpie uttered a certain word, 
as” « which 
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«which I now cannot remember, and 
% jumped upon the table. 

« I cANNOT conceive how I came to 
forget that word, it vas in itſelf very 
« extraordinary, and the other magpies 
*« grew hoarſe with repeating it: the rook 
* alſo pronounced it with incomprehen- 
« fible gravity, and even the ſtarlings, 
e who ſnuffed the candles joined in the 
« concert: I was indeed ſo deafened with 
« the ſhrillneſs of theſe cries, that I ſud- 
« denly quitted the apartment, uncertain 
«* whether I was dreaming, or whether 
« what I had ſeen was real. 

© BeroRE I departed from Circaſſia, 
« the kingdom of Caſhmeer became the 
general ſubject of converſation : it was 
2 deſcribed as «he moſt delightful coun- 
"try in the eaſt, and the Princeſs. of 
* Caſhmeer as the wonder of the world. 

Hz «] 1M 
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© ] 1MMEDIATELY determined to viſit 
« this delightful country and to ſee this 
© beautiful Princeſs ; and laughed at the 
T dangers which were ſaid to be incurred 
* from the brightneſs of her eyes. What 
Other dangers, ſaid I, can I dread, but 
« that of being in love, and dying in the 
e act ob adoring them, if ſhe ſhould prove 
« cruel! for I gave no credit to the deadly 
« poiſon which was ſhed from thoſe daz. 
« zling looks, of Which ſuch wonderful 
" deſcriptions were given, and ſo many 
* tragical hiſtories related. 

« To Phcenix, ſaid I to myſelf, puffed 
v up with a ridiculous vanity, the excel- 
* five ſplendour of beauty ſurely cannot 
« prove fatal: I will go in queſt of this 
© fatal beauty, through alf the chimerical 
* perils ; and if her charms convey a 
" — poiſon, ſhe will at leaſt ſhare 
« the 


the danger at the fight of Phœnix. I 
„ now, divine Brilliant, take ſhame to 
7 myſelf for theſe ridiculous ſentiments, 
« and mention them at preſent as a puniſh- 
* ment for my vanity. 

“TRE ſecret intereſt which compelled 
„me towards you, made me negleRt all 
the neceſſary precautions and not- 
« withſtanding the repeated warnings. I 
received concerning the danger of fol- 
« lowing the route which led near the 
S habitation of Old Mother Long Tooth, 
© I purſued. it as the ſhorteſt way, and 
* had ſoon occaſion to repent of my 
<raſhneſs. | 

«EF traverſed the moſt dreary de- 
4 farts, climbed the moſt ſrightful rocks, 
< and after eſcaping many imminent perils 
I penetrated into a foreſt, guarded by a. 
H 6 «© thow- 


. 
_ © thouſand monſters who oppoſed my 


"7 paſſage. 
Nor daunted with fear, 1 brandiſhed | 

„ my ſword as well againſt the griffins, 
* which flew over my head, as againſt the 
* hydras and leopards which ſurrounded 
me on all ſides. Though I wounded 
_ * ſeveral, yet my ſtrength could not refiſt 
© their repeated attacks; I ſunk to the 
ground overcome with fatigue, and 
« found myſelf lifted up into the air by 
ce the griffins, and conveyed into the midſt 
* of a garden, wherein the Sorcereſs was 
« employed in gathering herbs. With 
© theſe herbs ſhe propoſed to form ſome 
« dreadful mixture, and the blood of a 
© man ſhed in the agonies of death, was 

| « neceſſary to complete the charm. 1 
« was choſen to be the unfortunate vic- 
« tim, 
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« tim, and laid at her feet to undergo the 
« operation of having my throat cut. 
“THE Old Hag's figure was horrible 
beyond deſcription ; but mine found 
« favour in her ſight, and as ſhe was not 
« delicate in her notions, ſhe plainly in- 
« formed me, that if I would eſpouſe her, 
* ſhe would make me maſter of the moſt in- 
e eftimable treaſures, including her own 
« perſon among the number; but that if 
“J rejected her offer, I ſhould be put 
* to death before the next morning; and 
to give me leiſure to reflect on the pro- 
e poſal, ſhe quitted me without waiting 
« for an anſwer. . | 
“BEING left to my own refledctions, 
«I was divided between the dread of 
* dying, and the horror of marrying ſo. 
_ * (eteſtable a creature: and 1 thought 
| death 
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« death a far more honourable and lef; 
ce difficult option than the other. | 
« Ix I refuſe her abominable hand, 1 
« ſaid to myſelf, I ſhall die an inglori- 
« ous death; and if I- accept it, I ſhall 
have made truly a moſt honourable 
« eſtabliſhment, after having flattered my- 
« ſelf with the vain hopes of pleaſing the 
divine Brilliant, whoſe looks no mor. 
« tal has yet been able to ſupport. 1 
find myſelf reduced to the neceſſity 
of either becoming the huſband of a 
« frightful Old Witch, or of dying ob- 
« ſcurely in a place, where no one wil 
« ever hear of my ung; 
« Txxzsx diſagreeable reflections, how- 
ever, did not prevent me from admiring 
the beauty of the garden, or take away 
my appetite; and as the trees in the 
e garden abounded with the moſt delici- 
| © ous 
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« ous fruit, I gathered ſome figs, of which 
« ] was always particularly fond, and had 
« ſcarcely taſted one, before I forgot my 
* uneaſineſs, and fell aſleep. | 
“BEING awakened by the ſcreams of 

te the Sorcereſs, I found myſelf changed 
* into a parrotz a metamorphoſis which, 
« as it deſtroyed for the preſent all pro- 
e bability that our eſpouſals would ſoon 
take place, filled her with diſappoint- 
© ment and fury. She ſuſpeted that 
« May-flower had been the cauſe of this 
* metamorphoſis, but without knowing 
«* by what means, and ſwore that ſhe 
- © would puniſh her. Neither her lamen- 
„ tations nor her threats eſcaped me; 
* but I was ſo aſtoniſhed at the whole 
Hof this ſurpriſing adventure, that I con- 
« ſidered it as a dream, and flattered my- 
* ſelf that in waking, I ſhould be deli- 
2 « yered 


[ 160 F: 


- 


r vered from the horrors which I had 
« recently experienced. 

“THE Sorcereſs placed me upon her 
« fiſt, loaded me with all the careſſes 
e which a bird could receive ; and told 
'© me to wait with patience : ſhe added 
« that in eight or ten days ſhe would 
« prepare a certain compoſition which 
« ſhould reſtore me to my original ſhape, 
* hut cautioned me againſt eating any 
* ſalt, if it fell in my way. She then 
ce gathered ſeveral herbs, of which 1 did 
not know the names, and left me in the 
* garden. 

“Ju pe of my ſorrow and conſterna- 
ce tion; I attempted to lament my misfor- 
te tune; but inſtead of crying out unfor- 
e tunate Phœnix, I could utter only, 


poll, poll, pretty poll, ſcratch my pole, 


poor poll, and ſuch expreſſions as par- 


« rots 
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« rots are uſually taught, and which they 
4 ſoon learn to repeat. I was ſo confu- 
« ſed, that I was determined to hold my 
tongue. | 

„ONE day as I was flying about in 
* the neighbourhood, I ſaw a poor wo- 
man employed in waſhing ſome fiſh on 
the banks of the rivulet, and curing 
«them with ſome alt, which ſhe took 
« from a little bag that lay on the ground. 
« I recolleQed the prohibition of the Sor- 
« cereſs not to taſte any ſalt, and it imme- 
* diately occurred to me, that I was for- 
e bidden to taſte it, becauſe it might have 
e the power to reſtore me to my former 

« ſhape. 
5:90] accordingly 3 the good 
* woman, who appeared charmed with 
my beauty; and as I ſeemed very 
* tame, ſhe ran gently after me endea- 
. vouring 
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« vouring to catch me; when ſuddenh 
riſing into the air, I pounced upon the 
« bag of ſalt, carried it off, and conveyed 
s 1t to a buſh at ſome little diſtance, with 
6c a determination to return the next 
* morning, and try the experiment. 

« I was on the wing before ſun riſe; 
„and when I came to the place where! 
had concealed the bag of ſalt, I ſaw my 
dear brother. My ſurpriſe was equal 
to my joy; I was anxious that he ſhould 
catch me, but inſtead of attempting to 
follow me, he only looked at me with 
attention. I went immediately to try 
the effect of the ſalt which I had hid, 
© but he ſeemed apprehenſive left it ſhould 
« hurt me. I then attempted to inform 
him of the danger he incurred from the 
«arts of the Sorcereſs, but inſtead of 


« peaking, I burſt into a loud fit of 
« laugh- 
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« laughter. My brother admiring with 
« raptures the beauty of my plumage, 
«called me a Phœnix; I endeavoured 
* to reply, Yes my dear brother, I am 
« Phcenix ; but inſtead of uttering theſe 
« words, I could only ſay Fiddleſtick ; - 
“and was compelled by ſome inviſible 


e power to fly away to the garden of Old 
« Mother Long Tooth. | 
« Two days afterwards being immerſed 
jn uneaſy reflections concerning the fate 
« of my brother Chaffinch, I heard the 
« Sorcereſs utter the moſt dreadful how!- 
e ings. h 
« You my dear brother, for whom I 
* was ſo much alarmed, were the cauſe 
of her deſpair; you had juſt carried off 
«her treaſures, and diſarmed her fury; 
for the power of her enchantments was 
derived from Sonora and the Luminous 
2 « He. 
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. Hat, -which were in your poſſeſſion, J 
« jmmediately flew to. her dwelling, and 
s arrived there juſt as ſhe was returned 
« from purſuing you. 
© "© CONCEALED in a hollow oak which 

e ſtood near the ſtable, I was witneſs to 
her tranſports of fury and deſpair.” 
« At leaſt”? ſhe cried out, © I will enjoy 
ce the pleaſure of revenging the treachery 
of the infamous May-flower : the robber 
ce who ſeduced her to betray me, has, I 
« find left her, almoſt ſtifled with hay in 
« the ſtall of Sonora. I will now com- 
« plete my vengeance.” 5 « At the con- 
* clufion of theſe words ſhe entered the 
© ſtable, and being deceived by the head- 
« dreſs of Maſter Long Tooth, took that 
“ miſerable wretch for May-flower ; with- 
t out any further ceremony ſet fire to the 
60 "ms and cloſed the door of the ſtable to 
1 ce pre- 
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prevent the miſerable victim from all 
« chance of eſcaping. 

« Syx then ran to her houſe, but not 
* finding there, as ſhe expected, her only 
«ſon Maſter Long Tooth, ſhe ſuſpected 
« ſome freſh misfortune, and returning to 
« the ſtable ſhe found it on fire, and hear- 
© ing the howlings of her only ſon, to 
hom the flames had reſtored the uſe 
* of his voice, by burning the hay which 
had been crammed. into his mouth, ſhe 
* opened the door, and ſaw: through the 
fire and ſmoke her only ſon, ſuffering 
« the ſame kind of death which ſhe after- 
« wards ſuffered herſelf. 5 7 

„TE ſcream which ſhe then ut- 
*tered was ſo dreadful, that at this 
„moment I tremble with horror on re- 
collecting it; the oak in which I lay 
© concealed, was almoſt overturned; and 
the 
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we the long tooth, from which ſhe derived 
© her title, bounded more than fifty paces, 
and was ſhattered into atoms. The loſ 
_ © of her tooth increaſed her regret and 
© reſentment. All my power is gone, 
« ſhe exclaimed, I muſt have recourſe to 
« artifice. At the concluſion of theſe 
* few words, ſhe ran furiouſly to her ha- 
« bitation ; I eſcaped from the oak in 
which I lay concealed, and flew to the 
* buſh wherein I had hid the bag of ſalt. 
I now began to hope that I had eſcaped 
from the clutches of the Old Hag. 
* Thanks to Heaven, I ſaid, for having 
delivered me from the cruel neceſlity 
« of chuſing either death, or ſo diſguſting 
«a wife; but am I not a parrot for the 
reſt of my life ? 

„I will not weary you with recount- 


«x ing all my ſufferings, before I reached 
« this 


Ld — 
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this happy land, which was to put an 


„end to my miſery ; how I was near 
« dying with hunger amid the defarts, 
« where there was no fruit; how not be- 
« ing accuſtomed to fly, my wings would 
© not long ſupport me; how all thoſe 
« who ſaw me, attempted to catch me; 
e how the boys pelted me with ſtones, 
or climbed after me to the tops of the 
© trees whither I had retired for ſecurity. 

* As ſoon as I entered this delightful - 
« paradiſe, I recovered from my fatigue 
«and terror. But the infernal Mother 
Long Tooth had followed me, without 
* my knowing her under the ſhape which 


© ſhe had aſſumed. Being accuſtomed to 
be admired, I did not ſuſpe& the cauſe 
© of her great attention in following me. 
« As I was perched on the ſummit of a 
high tree, and ſomewhat penſive on re- 
« flecting 
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* fleing. on my preſent ſituation, and 
« future deſtiny· “ What a. pity it is,” 
ſhe ſaid, © that ſo beautiful a parrot ſhould 
have ſtrayed away? Doubtleſs it be. 
« longs to ſome King, or to ſome beauti. 

ful woman, who is now in deſpair at 

having loſt it: perhaps it may even be- 
5 « long to the moſt beautiful of all beau- 
ties; even to the divine Brilliant: 
« though if he had ever been in her pol- 
4 ſeſſion, he would never have preferred 
© his liberty to the pleaſure of ſeeing her. 
* If he were not ſo wild,” ſhe added, 
« obſerving me hopping from branch to 
« branch, and deſcending for the purpoſe 
«of liſtening to what ſhe ſaid : if he were 
« not too wild, he would ſuffer himſelf to 
* be taken and carried to Brilliant, as the 
« moſt precious preſent which the king- 


dom of her father contains. How happy 
: « will 
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« will he feel himſelf,” continued the art- 
ful Sorcereſs, in becoming the delight 
« of that divine Princeſs; and what mor- 
« tal would not change condition with a - 
E parrot, who. will paſs whole days and 
« nights in the preſence of the moſt de- 
« lightful creature in the univerſe.” 

« How well the cajoling Old Hag 
« knew -to whom ſhe ſpoke ?. I was ſo 
« tranſported, that I perched lightly on 
her hand which ſhe held out to me, as 
« ſhe ceaſed ſpeaking. My eagerneſs 
however had well nigh proved fatal to 
© me. For ſhe had no ſooner got me in 
© her power, than inſtantly her counte- 
« nance changed and her.eyes ſparkled ; 
with one hand ſhe preſſed my claws to- 
* gether, and the other ſhe twice applied 
4 to my neck, as if with an intention to 
throttle me; which ſo alarmed me that 
| 1 EI chat- 


| 41 chattered, poor poll, pretty poll, pity 


— 
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me now, pity me now ;* though I did 
not comprehend what ſhe meant, till 


© the wand of Serena diſcovered Old 


« Mother Long Tooth concealed under 


t that figure. 


« FoxkTUNATELY for me ſhe reſiſted 
« the firſt emotions of her cruel ven- 
9 geance, probably becauſe it was her in- 
* tereſt to preſerve me alive; and ſhe 


© took care to convey me ſafe to court. 


ne. day of my arrival was the begin- 
ning of my happineſs: my parrot's eyes 


* © ſupported the fatal luſtre of Brilliant's 
«eyes, and by ſome unknown charm, 


«thoſe who could not venture to look 


at her at the diſtance of fifty paces, 


e could on taking me in their hands ap- 
” proach her very near, and ogle her with- 
« out the leaſt danger. I will not detain 

f « you 
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« you with deſcribing the tranſports of 
joy which I felt on receiving her inno- 
cent careſſes, which amply repaid me 
« for the horror with which the tender- | 
„ neſs of Old Mother Long Tooth had 

* inſpired me. In fine, I began under 
© the figure of a parrot, to pleaſe the 
* moſt beautiful creature in the world; 
happy if chat ſhape, which 1 have now J. 
* recovered, will prove agreeable.” | 

Paax1x ceaſed ſpeaking; and although 

Brilliant bluſhed more than once towards 
the end of his relation, yet her lovely 
eyes ſeemed to aſſure him, that he had - 
loſt nothing of her ata will in eeaſing 

to be a parrot. 

| Tax Caliph was greatly Aeg 9 

the adventures of his ſon-in-law: and 


particularly expreſſed his approbation 
that he had refuſed che little deformed 


13 Prin- 


| „ 
Princeſs of Circaſſia. But Phcoenix,” | 
: he added, « put your hand upon your 
77 heart: and anſwer me upon your ho. 
* nour and conſcience, if fortunately you 
had not been changed into a parrot, 
mn would not you rather have eſpouſed 


„ © me Sorcereſs, her mother and grand 


E mother, and all the Long Tooths in the 
« world, than have ſuffered to have had 
c your throat to be cut like an ideot? As 
< tomyſelf I am doubtleſs no leſs delicate 
4 than another, but after all it is a hor. 
A rible thing, ii. 4 
5 5 e To M N 6 Ae, 
Io lie in cold oblivion and to rot.” 
Bur let us talk no more what you 
7 7 would have done: I hope at leaſt that 
© the crown of Caſhmeer, which you vill 
_ © enjoy, when I am -willing to wear it no 


9 longer, and * hand of Brilliant which 
« you 


- 
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you NOW poſſeſs, will make up for your 
« refuſal to eſpouſe the Princeſs of Cir- 
« caſſia. As to your brother Chaffinch, 
« although he is not richly married, he 

« appears to me ſo well ſatisfied with his 
" wife, and his mother-in-law Serena, that 


ehe does not envy you; for what with 


« his underſtanding, - what with his little 
« principality, and what Serena will leave 
ee him one of theſe days, he will be upon 
« the whole, tolerably well off.“ 8 
Tux modeſt M ay-flower, who. though F 


| herſelf without the leaſt ambition, nos 
wiſhed to have been heireſs to the whole N 


world, bluſhed at theſe expreſſions of the 
Caliph. She was not in the leaft aſhamed = 
at being the daughter of ſo wonderful a 
Perſon as Serena, but ſhe felt ſome con- : 
a at hearing all the advantages which | 
1 883 Bril- 
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Brilliant brought to her huſband, and which 
Fiddleftick had refuſed for her ſake. 
SERENA, who obſerved her embarraſſ. 
ment, and penetrated her thoughts, thus 
addreſſed herſelf to the Caliph: © Do you 
Sire,“ ſhe ſaid,” «© who doubtleſs owe 
% ſome obligations to Fiddlefich, know 
that he has no occaſion to envy his 


_ © brother's eſtabliſhment. You have wit- 


relate her hiſtory.” 


ec geſſed the preference he gave to May- 
« flower expiring, to May-flower an objett 
of horror, and to May-flower dead over 
© the poſſeſſion of the Princeſs Brilliant, 
in all the ſplendour of beauty and glory. 
Judge then, if in his preſent ſituation, 
he ought to be contented with his fate; 
but know, that Serena is not the ſiſter 
© of Mother Long Tooth, nor May-flower 

« te daughter of Serena, hut I will now 


CHAP. 
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HISTORY or. SERENA. 
How Serena relates her 'own tuftory, and 
explains all the marvellous adventures 
which: befell Fiddleſtick, and Phornix; 
and May-flower, and Brilliant, 40 the 
ati f faction of the Caliph and the whole 
_ . company>—and how. Fiddleſtick is the 
_ happieſt of men ; and how fortunate. it 
was that. he aſſumed the name of Fiddle- 
el.) offs nn ibs 
AFEEFWEEN che Tigris and the 
© Euphrates extends a vaſt plain, far be- | 
<« yond all the other regions of the earth, 
„the kingdom of Caſhmeer perhaps ex- 
. « cepted. Of this tract of country my 
„father was Sovereign. He had pene- 
3 ee trated 


5 


e trated into the profoundeſt ſecrets of 
3 nature; but he was entirely abſorbed 

* in theſe ſpeculations ; he negleQed the 
government of his kingdom, and thought 
E only of confulting how the ſtars were 
regulated above, and of improving bis 


* knowledge of the abſtruſe ſciences. 
« With this view having quitted the plains 
« and ranged from mountain to mountain, 
© his' ſubjeQs quietly depoſed him, and 
another took peaceable poſſeſſion of 


c what he abandoned on earth. 


« Tars news did not in the leaſt affect 


him; nor indeed was any thing capable 
s of touching him, except He who con- 
* quers all: nor was it the leaſt proof of 


* the power of love to be able to triumph 
« over a genius which was ſo deeply ab- 
« ſorbed in the moſt abſtraQ ſpeculations. 

HAVING for ſome caſual cireum- 
- TP + ec ſtance 
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« ſtance deſcended into Circaſſia, a more 
« lively inclination than any he had felt 
« before, drew him from the confideration 
* of Heavenly, to the contemplation of 
« earthly beauties. In a word he fell 
e paſſionately in love; and the moſt beau- 
tiful Circaſſian woman did not diſdain 
"to accept the hand of a depoſed Prince. 

« I sHQULD imagine that ſhe ſoon re- 


« rented of her condeſcenſion, for he was 

« ſcarcely married, before, inſtead of at- 

te tempting to form a proper eſtabliſhment 

« on earth, he haſtened to his beloved | 

« mountains, and fixed his retreat in the 

« midſt of thoſe frightful rocks, which 

* Fiddleftick and May-flower traverſed in 

© their way hither. There he ſearched . 

e into the bowels of the earth, and aided 

„ by his knowledge of che ſtars, which 

have ſuch an aſtoniſhing influence on. 
£6 - 
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ce the things on earth, he ſoon acquired 
the philoſopher's ſtone. The comple. 
tion of this diſcovery formed the ſum 
of all his wiſhes. He was able to con- 
vert all the metals into gold, and to 
command the inviſible ſpirits of the air. 
By their miniſtry he raiſed in the midſt 
e of thoſe rocks an enchanted palace, en- 
« tirely compoſed of ghd and precious 
« ſtones. - 

* Ixro this palace he received his 
« wife, who though ſhocked at his im- 
patience of returning to his rocks and 
4 mountains, yet followed him to his re- 
treat. 7 55 

IN this palace I was born, and the 
7 following year my fiſter came into the 
„ world. I was by nature endowed with 
« my father's inclination for the abſtruſe 


| & ſciences, 


[9] 


4 ſciences, and my fiſter with the beauty 


« of my mother. 

« Byr notwithſtanding the TORE" 
« magnificence of the enchanted palace, 
« my mother and ſiſter were ſoon tired 


with ſo ſolitary a retreat: my mother 


« longed-to viſit her native country, and 
« my filter wiſhed to make a tour into 


« the delicious plains between the Tigris 


« and Euphrates, which my father had 
« abandoned for a deſert wherein ſhe was 
* almoſt dead with ennui. | 

« My father ſoon perceived weir! in- 
* clinations, and did not oppoſe their de- 
e parture: and as money was no object 
* to a man who poſleſfed the philoſopher's 


« ſtone, he ſupplied them with a moſt 


* magnificent equipage, and a numerous 


© ſuite not unworthy of his former dignity. 


* Tuzy had ſcarcely arrived in Cir- 
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* caſſia, beltits the Sultan admired my 


* ſiſter, and offered her his hand in pre- 


« ference to all the Circaſſian women. | 


„THE beauties of the country, grew 

« pale with envy, or kanguiſhed i in deſpair, 
te at ſeeing a ſtranger carry off in a mo- 
ment that heart, which they had ſo long 
« diſputed in vain; but ”y poor mother 
« abſolutely died with joy. 

„My father heard the news of his 


s wife's death, and his daughter's good 
fortune at the ſame time, and behaved 
l on the occaſion like a true philoſopher, 
« neither afflicted at the one, nor re- 


« joicing at the other. As to me, the 
„joy 1 felt at my ſiſter's eftabliſhment, 
0 conſoled me for the loſs of my mother; 
© meanwhile I continued to ſtudy the ab- 
* ſtruſe ſciences, in which I made a very | 
Tor. conſiderable progreſs, and which I more 

tc and 
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« and more delighted in, in proportion a as 


J obtained additional knowledge. 
„Mx father at length communicated 


« to me all his ſecrets, and ſuffered him- 


„ ſelf to die, that he might find out in the 
c next world, thofe ſecrets which he had 
«© not been able to diſcover in this life. 
He ſuffered himſelf, I ſay, to die, which 
« was a great proof of his reſolution and 
< heroiſm : for with the fecrets which he 


« poſſeſſed he meg. have * as long as 


* he choſe. 
«IN HERITE D his treaſures and a part 


of his knowledge : : but of all his gifts 


* this wand of truth is by far the moft 
cc precious. It 18 formed by an afſem- 


e blage of all the ſecret virtues of the mi- 


« nerals and taliſmans ; with this wand I 
% command the elements. 


„Mr father had forbidden mg to af. 


« cend 


4 — — — —— 
— ͤ — COIs + — wr ng 
— — 


L 182 J 
« cend the ſummit of the mountain which 
«we inhabited. As long as he lived, fear 
prevented me from diſobeying his com- 
„ mands; but he was no ſooher dead, 
40 than my curioſity got the better of my 
 * reſpeR; and I climbed to the ſummit, | 
« F. ROM that elevated {pot I was ftruck 
\« with aſtoniſhment on looking down upon 
e the delightful plains of the fortunate 
- «© Caſhmeer. And J immediately reſolved 
to remove my habitation to the frontiers 
bay of that charming country. 

« THE inviſible powers of the air al- 
„ ſiſted me in exporting the enchanted 
ce palace, and all the treaſures with which 
ce my father had filled the caverns of the 
rocks, to the ſpot which I had fixed for 
my abode. But to prevent too great a 
4 conflux of perſons who ſhould come to 


* conſult me, from interrupting my ſtu- 
« dies, 


[ 8g] 
« gies, I rendered my habitation inacceſ- 
« fible to all thoſe whom I did not chuſe 
to admit into my preſence, 

« T ENJOYED ͤin that delicious retreat 
all that tranquillity of mind, which is the 
« oreateſt bleſſing that can be poſſeſſed by 
« mortals; and ſo far from envying. my 


« ſiſter the crown of Circaſſia, my anxiety 
\ © for her fate was the only circumſtance. 


« which troubled my peace of mind. 

Sux had three dau ghters, and I con- 
« ſulted my books on their deſtiny and 
« hers. I found that ſhe would have no 
« more children, and that the King her 


« huſband would ſoon die, and leave her 


Regent. In caſting the horoſcrope of 


* the eldeſt daughter, I diſcovered that 


© ſhe was menaced with ſome dreadful 


« diſaſter, but without being able to af. 


« certain. the particulars, and could only 


learn, 


— 
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Ke tearn, that ſhe would be proſecuted by 


A hoſtile power almoſt equal to mine. 
. had immediately recourſe to my wand, 
* and having drawn the extremity over a 
* {ſkin of parchment, it traced of its own 
« accord the horrible figure: of Mother 
' © Long Tooth, the fituation of her abode, 
. « her enchantments and inclinations, I 
© was ſhocked at finding, that the moſt 
00 horrible of all creatures had a greater 
50 propenſity to love, than to vengeance 


c and | cruelty ; that ſhe employed her 
© art in drawing men into her ſnares, and 
c that death was the only reſource of thoſe 
© who refuſed to gratify her deſires. I 

« had alſo the regret of diſcovering, that 

ce neither my power nor my art could 

«avail againſt hers, as long as ſhe poſ- 
e ſefſed Sonora and the Luminous Hat. 

„I LEARNED woreover by means of 
ä ned © wp 


OF, 25 "ns 
te my wand, that ſhe had an only ſon 
« nearly of the ſame age of May-flower, 
« and I was convinced, that her aim was 
« to carry off the heireſs of Circaſſia, and 
give her to Maſter Long Tooth. For 
« this reaſon 1 propoſed to take her under 
te my protection, and my ſiſter ſent her 
to me ſecretly. But that precaution 
© was of no ſervice; for the Old Hag con- 
« trived to carry her off almoſt in my 
e preſence, at the very moment when ſhe 
* was about to be delivered to me. I in 


© vain paſſed her off as my daughter; the - 


« cruel Mother Long Tooth was not de- 
* ceived, and all my arts were ineffectual 
© in defending my poor little May-flower - 
from the clutches of the inhuman Sor- 
« cereſs. Yes, Caliph of Caſhmeer, that 
fame May-flawer whom you now ſee, 


an 


3s 186 ] 
= and whom you were in ſuch a hurry 
<© to burn, i is heireſs of Circaſſia. 
«'May-flower was thus torn from me, 
© and neither my art nor the powers of 
© this. world could have delivered ber 
« from the fangs of the Sorcereſs, if Fid- 
4 dleſtie had not undertaken the enter- 
e priſe. That glory was reſerved to the 
ec moſt ingenious, as well as the moſt 
es faithful of all lovers: I well knew, that 
s theſe two qualities were neceſſary to 
% him who ſhould carry off Sonora and 
«the Luminous Hat; and I could not 
& form a/conjeture, where I ſhould find 
«a man of ſuch a charafter. 
__« ABovrT the ſame time Brilliant was 
e born, and my books, which I conſulted 
& on that occaſion, having informed me, 
* that ſhe would be an extraordinary 
ce beauty; I ſpread a ſecret contagion 
©,0Ver 
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over the luſtre of her eyes, well con- 
« vinced that I ſhould be applied to for 
te the remedy, and reſolved not to grant 
te it, but on the condition of obtaining 
ce May-flower and the treaſures of Mother 
« Long Tooth. 

c TAE curioſity of the Prince fortu- 
Ms nately conducted him to my palace, 
e before he made his appearance at Court; 
cc and what I diſcovered of his under 
" ſtanding and ſentiments, made me hope 
< that if he undertook the adventure, he | 
« might ſucceed. I conceived a ſtill 
higher opinion of him, when he re- 
turned to conſult me. He did not ap- 
e pear embarraſſed at the things which I 
« required in return for the remedies 
& which he requeſted, although I did not 
* conceal the danger of the undertaking. 
* And when I demanded if he knew any 

; x ce one « 


C 466 3 


« 0 one bern raſh to attempt ſuch an 
4 effential ſervice to Brilliant, he anſwer. 
« ed, it only requires much emulation or 
e much love, but the hopes of your ap- 
. probation, and the proſpect of glory, 
e are ſufficient inducements with me. 
„ Tyrs anſwer from a man, whom | 
* « had already began to eſteem, filled me 
t with joy, and I no longer doubted that 
© he was deſigned by the Fates to be the 
&« deliverer of May-flower. 
I GAE him hopes that I ſhould not 


e be unfavourable if he undertook what 


1 


te I now deſcribed, as ſtill more danger- 
< ous than I had firſt repreſented: He 


e was not alarmed; 1 kept my promiſe, 


ec and although I was not always permit- 


| © ted to affiſt him, yet my genius fre- 


ce quently inſpired his in the execution of 
12 * the Pos” ; but after all my aſſiſt- 
Ke | | 1 * * ance, 
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90 ance, the glory of accompliſhing his 
ce undertaking was due to bis addreſs, to 
C his firmneſs; and above all to his on- 


ce ſtancy. 
ce DurinG his journey, I employed 


© my wand to ſatisfy my curioſity con- 


ce cerning May-flower : it traced her fi- 
ee cure and the melancholy occupation of 
© her wretched exiſtence. 1 found that, 


ce her perſon was ſufficiently fine to re- 
ho: compenſe the dangers which he might 
ce incur by attempting to deliver her ; nor 
« did I think it neceſſary to touch the 


ec heart of Fiddle/itck in her favour, if her C 


te underſtanding and ſentiments correſ- 
o ponded with the charms of her perſon. 


ce But I acknowledge, that 1 inſpired 


* May Hower with ſuch a favourable opi- 
e nion of him, which a firſt interview 


« could not have ſuggeſted, but which he 
. | cc would 
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* would have diferved wy gained with. 
© out my aſſiſtance, in a very ſhort time. 
My joy was extreme when I learnt of 
ce their arrival in Caſhmeer, and although 
ce jt ſeemed cruel to render my abode in- 
< acceſſible, when he was condutting May- 
te flower to my preſence, I did it to try 
e his conſtancy, and to diſcover if he 
as worthy of her. You have ſeen 


- «© fuch proofs of. the triumph of his con- 


. ©. ſtancy, and muſt acknowledge that he 
« deſerves to reign upon the throne of 
« ſuch a Princeſs who reigns fo complete- 
« ly in his heart. | 
«* Troven I had long foreſeen the re- 
* yolution in Circaſſia, yet I could not 
prevent it. All I could do was to de- 
liver the Queen my ſiſter and her three 
daughters, and to place them in ſome 


* unknown retreat, where they might be 
: «c in 


* 


Lim] 


in ſecurity from the purſuits of the ty- 


« rant. ; 

“Fox that purpoſe I raifed an enchant- 
ment, by which the Queen appeared 
changed into a rook, her daughters and 
* companions into magpies, and their 
* maids of honour into ſtarlings: to each 
other they remained in their proper 
e ſhapes, and only . r hug | 
to ſtrangers. 

THE word Fiddletich which they 
e uttered while they were playing at 
te cards, which Prince Chaffinch aſſumed, 
« was a taliſmanic expreſſion, which my 5 
« father had written upon the ſides of the 
* cavern and on the walls of his palace; 
« it had been formed, as he himſelf de- 
« clared in his tablets, under a moſt 
« fortunate combination of the ſtars, was 
* neceſlary to be aſſumed by the perſon, 


: * ho 


1 

+ * who ſhould undertake to obtain pol. 
« ſeſſion of May-flower, the Luminous 
« Hat, and Sonora; and the aſſumption 


of that name by Prince Chaffinch was 
9 perhaps the moſt difficult to accompliſh 
«in the whole undertaking. | 
« Such Prince Chaffinch was the illu- 
66 FOR which created ſo much ſurpriſe, 
<4 when chance conducted both you and 
«c © your brother to that enchanted palace; 
and ſuch was the origin of Fiddleſticl, 
that fortunate name under which you 
e ſucceeded in all your undertakings. 
„ Waits Fiddleflick and May-flower | 
r ſought my abode in vain, 1 diſcovered, | 
ce Mother Long Tooth had arrived at 
e Court, under the form of a negreſs; 


I was not unacquainted with her de- 
1 ſigns; but I knew alſo, that ſince the 
i « loſs of Sonora and the Luminous Hat, 
; | ” «c her 
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cher power was ſo much diminiſhed, | 
that 1 could eaſily prevent all attempts 
« aganiſt the life of May flower. 
« I EXTOSED May-flower for the time 
ce to-the cruelties of the widow and Mo- | 
ther Long Tooth; ſatisfied that ſhe 
8 would finally crown the wiſhes of the 
moſt faithful of lovers; and what greater 
« proof of fidelity was ever ſhewn, than 
te to prefer her in the moſt dreadful ſtate | 
„of uglineſs, when he was offered the 
hand of Brilliant, and the kingdom of 
« Caſhmeer. 5 | 
.  W max ie beckaght-age e wal 
« the Luminous Hat, I did not detain 
* him long at my abode, but ſupplied him 
* with the remedy for thoſe bright eyes 
« which had made ſuch general _—_ and 
* devaſtation. 8 
BU although Fiddleftick - to 
| 5 8 Chis | 
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« his W May-flower 1 well kney 
«that he would ſtand 1 in need of ſome 

* aſſiſtance more powerful than his own. 

| « 1 accordingly employed all the genii 
© who obeyed the power of my enchant- 
© ments, to watch over the ſecurity of 
May flower, till my arrival at the Court 
« of Caſhmeer. On the moment of my 
departure I was detained a ſhort time 
© by the moſt agreeable. news. Couriers 
from Circaſſia brought me the happy 
_ « information, that my ſiſter was again 
4 ſeated on the throne of her father. 
2 « The firſt acquainted me that the uſurper 
e had periſhed by a revolution as ſudden 
“as that which had placed the crown on 
his head; the ſecond that my ſiſter was 
© again reſtored to the throne of her fa- 
ther, and the third that acclamations 
1 «and 


EW 
« and tranſports of joy were general 
« throughout the kingdom. 

« Tuvs Sire, Fiddleſtick is not ſo badly 
« married as your Majeſty imagined ; and 
« the loſs of Caſhmeer and Brilliant will 
e be amply ſupplied by the throne of Cir- 
e caſſia and the poſſeſſion of his beloved 
% May-flower.” | 

SEREN A had no ſooner finiſhed her re- 
lation, and the Caliph was preparing a long 
harangue of compliments to her, and of 
excuſes to Mayflower, when he was re- 
lieved from his embarraſsments by ſup- 
per's being announced, and his Moſt Se- 
rene Majeſty had only time to ſay, © I 
* truſt, Moſt Mighty Serena, that you | 
© will unite with me in wiſhing that the 
« brides and bridegrooms may enjoy that 
* happineſs which they deſerve; that Bril- 
* liant may bear to Phoenix a numerous 
cc pro- 


2 F 
8 


« progeny as beamiful 3 as | their parents; 

8 « that the palace of Gircaſſia may be filled 

= « with little Fiddleſticks, who ſhall equal 

'$ * their father in ingenuity / and courage, 

N Rand their mother in meekneſs and pa- 

* tiefice; and that future generations may 

« continue to hail the auſpicious hour 

„ © which. placed on the throne Sultan Fid- 

| © dleftick. the firſt and his beloved 1 
n 3 ˙ I = 


4 


